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SINGER’S 


SEWING  MACHINES 


The  Public  Verdict  is,  that  they  are  UNEQUALLED  for 

Simplicity,  Durability,  Superiority  of  Stitch,  an' 

Variety  of  Work. 

Price  from  £4  4s,  Ten  per  Cent.  Discount  for  Cash. 
ON  HIRE  AT  2/6  PER  WEEK, 

WITH  OPTION  OF  PURCHASE. 


INSTRUCTION  FREE.  PRICE  LISTS  GRATIS. 

Over  6,850,000  of  these  Celebrated  Machines  have  now  been  sold, 
and  the  Annual  Sales  exceed  600,000 ! 

TO  AVOID  DECEPTION,  buy  no  Machine  unless  the  Company’s  Trade  Name — “SINGER,”  is  upon  the  arm. 


THE  SINGER  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY 


Management  for  the  United  Kingdom: 

39,  FOSTER  LANE,  LONDON,  E.C.; 

And  443  Branches  throughout  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
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As  supplied  to  Royalty  and  the  elite  of  Europe.  | 

EVERY  INSTRUMENT  FITTED  WITH  OUR  PATENT  MOUSE  PROOi 

PEDALS,  AND  GUARANTEED  FOR  SIX  YEARS. 

CATALOGUES  SENT  FREE  ON  APPLICATION,  AND  INSPECTION  INVITED. 
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W.  BELL  AND  CO., 

68,  Holborn  Viaduct,  London,  E.C. 


COLOURS  EXQUISITE.  SURFACE  LIKE  PORCELAIN. 

For  Painting  New  or  Renovating  Old  Furniture 


Sold  everywhere, 
or  Post  free,  Is.  6d. 
and  3s.  ; 

For  Baths,  Is.  9d,  and 
3s.  6d. 


of  every  description. 

READY  FOR  USE. 
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Wicker  Chairs,  Tablet 
Milking  Stools,  Hot  Water  Can 
Buckets,  Birdcages,  Brackets,  Bedsteads- 
in  fact,  any  old  eyesore  can  be  made  into  an  ornamet 
even  by  a child  in  a very  short  space  of  time  by  using 
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THE  EMPEROR  FREDERICK’S  DIARY,  1870-71.* 


July  ii. — Thile  very  serious  ; hardly  knows  where 
to  turn  between  Ems,  Varzin,  and  Sigrnaringen, 
where  he  goes  for  instructions  ; the  Hereditary  Prince 
is  on  the  Alps  ; the  French  Charge  d’AfTaires, 
Lesourd,  said  to  the  Spanish  Ambassador,  in  the 
presence  of  the  representative  of  Austria,  that  he 
should  leave,  as  there  seemed  to  be  nobody  with 
whom  to  negotiate.  July  12. — Bismarck  is  coming: 
Gortschakoff  and  Reuss  arrive. 

July  13. — Interview  with  Bismarck,  who,  late  on 
the  evening  of  the  12th  inst.,  got  news  of  Prince 
Leopold's  withdrawal,  which  makes  him  look  on 
peace  as  secured  ; is  going  back  to  Varzin, 
and  seems  surprised  by  the  turn  of  things  in 
Paris.  Gortschakoff  is  also  peaceful  ; although 
he  has  just  received  the  news  that  France  demands 
pledges  for  the  future,  he  says  we  should  wait  and 
see  how  things  turned;  but  this  point  also  would 
be  settled.  He  admires  our  behaviour,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  Prince  (of  Hohenzollern)  and  our  press, 
saying  that  he  will  see  to  it  that  the  great  European 
Cabinets  acknowledge  this.  But  I hear  from  Paris 
that  Napoleon  remarked  to  one  of  his  ex-Ministers 
that  the  affairs  of  Spain  are  a matter  of  indifference 
to  him  at  the  present  moment,  and  that  it  is  a question 
of  a battle  for  the  possession  of  power  between 
France  and  Prussia.  Some  French  papers  censure 
the  tendency  of  the  Government  ; Ollivier’s  organs 
demand  the  application  of  Article  5 of  the  Peace  of 
Prague  concerning  North  Slesvvick  and  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  treaties  between  us  and  the  South 
Germans. — July  14.  Confirmation  of  the  news  about 
war. 

July  15. — Bismarck  tells  me  that  he  is  going  with 
Moltke  and  Roon  to  Brandenburg  to  meet  the  King 

The  following  editorial  note  was  prefixed  to  the  Diary  in  the 
Deutsche  Rundschau  : — 

In  order  to  exclude  all  doubt  as  to  the  source  of  this  publication, 
we  may  remark  that  his  Majesty  the  late  Emperor  communicated 
to  our  contributor  the  Diary  which  he  kept  during  the  French  cam- 
paign, and  that  our  contributor  has,  solely  from  reasons  of  discretion, 
restricted  himse'f  to  the  publication  of  the  following  extracts,  which 
allow  the  noble  personality  of  the  august  author  to  stand  out  in  its 
full  importance,  and  constitute  at  the  same  time  an  important  con- 
tribution to  the  history  of  that  great  time. 


(returning  from  Ems).  On  the  way  thither  he 
explained  with  great  clearness  and  a seriousness 
worthy  of  the  occasion,  free  from  all  the  little  jokes 
which  he  is  otherwise  fond  of,  his  views  on  the 
state  of  our  relations  with  France,  enabling  me  now 
to  perceive  that  any  yielding  on  our  part  for  the 
sake  of  peace  was  already  impossible.  He  and 
Moltke  have  no  great  opinion  of  the  strength  and 
organization  of  the  French  army.  The  King 
surprised  by  our  appearance,  but  after  hearing  what 
Bismarck  had  to  say  in  the  course  of  our  further 
drive  he  had  no  substantial  objection  to  the 
issue  of  urgent  orders  for  mobilization.  At  the  sta- 
tion (in  Berlin)  Thile  comes  with  Ollivier’s  speech  ; 
the  King  wants  to  order  the  mobilization  of  the  7th 
and  8th  Corps,  saying  that  in  twenty-four  hours  the 
French  would  certainly  be  at  Mayence  ; but  I pressed 
for  immediate  mobilization  of  the  whole  army  and 
navy,  there  being  no  time  to  lose.  This  is  approved, 
and  I tell  it  to  the  public.  The  King  embraces  me 
in  the  deepest  emotion,  both  of  us  feeling  what  was 
at  stake.  Enters  a carriage  with  me  ; enthusiastic 
cheering.  I call  the  King’s  attention  to  the  Wacht 
am  Rhein,”  and  at  this  moment  every  one  felt  the 
solemn  importance  of  the  poet’s  words. 

July  16. — Three  armies  being  formed.  I am  to 
command  the  South  German  ; have,  therefore,  the 
most  difficult  task,  to  fight  with  troops  that  do  not 
like  us  (Prussians)  and  have  not  been  trained  in  our 
school,  so  able  a foe  as  the  French,  who  have  been 
preparing  long,  and  will  certainly  at  once  invade 
South  Germany. 

July  17  (Sunday).— Stirring  sermon  by  Strauss, 
at  the  Potsdam  garrison  church,  then  council  of 
war;  for  me  the  South  Germans,  with  the  11th 
Prussian  Corps  ; Stosch  cannot  get  away  ; Blumen- 
thal  is  the  chief  of  my  staff,  Gottberg  quarter- 
master. 

July  1 8.— Universal  enthusiasm  ; Germany  is  rising 
like  one  man,  and  will  re-establish  her  unity. 

July  19.— Receive  my  official  appointment ; opening 
of  the  Reichstag  ; drive  with  the  King  to  Charlotten- 
burg  on  the  anniversary  of  the  death  ot  Queen  Louise, 
where  we  remained  some  considerable  time,  with 
right  heavy  hearts,  (praying  beside  the  tomb  of 
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my  grandparents.  On  coming  out  I said  to  my 
father  that  a struggle  begun  under  such  circumstances 
must  succeed.  Quiet  afternoon  with  my  wife  and 
children. 

July  20. — Went  to  Moltke,  who  advised  me  not 
yet  to  go  to  the  south.  Bismarck,  on  the  contrary, 
thought  I ought  to  go  at  once,  and  to  telegraph 
openly  my  impending  arrival  to  the  South  German 
Sovereigns,  as  then  an  excellent  impression  would 
be  made.  I ought  to  visit  these  Courts  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  King  assents  to  this,  and  the  tele- 
grams are  sent  off. 

The  Crown  Prince  sets  off  to  the  Wars. 

July  21. — The  Duke  of  Coburg  comes  from  Fiume 
and  asks  to  be  employed  on  a Reserve  Corps,  or  in 
the  Elbe  Duchies,  or  even  on  my  staff. 

July  22. — The  Queen  (Augusta)  comes,  full  of  the 
enthusiasm  on  the  Rhine  ; my  staff  organizing  ; the 
office,  as  in  1S66,  is  in  my  palace  ; most  of  the 
German  Princes  come  and  offer  their  services. 
July  23. — Quiet. 

July  24. — Christening  (of  Princess  Sophie,  now 
betrothed  to  the  Crown  Prince  of  Greece)  in  great 
State.  The  King  too  affected  to  hold  the  child. 
Solemn  ceremony,  who  of  us  will  return  ? But 
we  shall  conquer  ! I am  quite  prepared  to  take  up 
a reserve  position  such  as  would  serve  as  a flank 
defence  to  the  centre  army,  for  I should  scarcely  be 
equal  to  great  undertakings. 

July  25. — Quietly  with  my  wife  to  the  grave  of 
Sigismund  to  take  the  sacrament.  Learn  that  I must 
leave  to-morrow. 

July  26. — Departure  ; enthusiastic  reception  every- 
where. 

July  27,  viaNiirnberg,  to  Munich. — King  Ludwig 
strangely  altered  : much  less  handsome,  lost  his  front 
teeth,  pale,  nervous  in  his  speech,  does  not  wait  for 
an  answer  after  putting  questions,  but  while  the 
answer  is  being  given  puts  other  questions  refer- 
ring to  widely  different  subjects.  He  seems  to  be  in  the 
national  cause  with  all  his  heart  ; his  quick  resolve 
is  generally  approved  ; he  has  signed  the  order 
for  mobilization  submitted  to  him  by  Pranckh  without 
Bray’s  knowledge.  To  my  surprise,  Duke  Frederick 
is  here  as  newly  nominated  Bavarian  General,  a 
kind  of  transition  stage  on  the  way  to  us.  Open 
letter,  leaves  shortly  for  home,  to  settle  the  business 
of  his  estate.  Usedom  and  Hohenlohe  have  no 
doubt  about  Austria’s  neutrality,  in  spite  of  Beust’s 
duplicity.  Reception  at  theatre — “ Wallenstein’s 
Lager."  The  King  is  of  opinion  that  Schiller  had 
great  democratic  tendencies,  and  believes  this  to  be 
the  reason  why  the  idea  is  not  favoured  that  a monu- 
ment should  be  erected  to  him  at  Berlin.  On  leaving 
Munich  got  a letter  from  the  King  expressing  the 
hope  that  at  the  peace  the  independence  of  Bavaria 
will  be  respected. 

The  Bouquet  of  Flowers. 

July  28.— -The  King  (of  Wiirtemberg)  receives  my 
report  in  stiff  official  form  ; the  Queen,  kindly,  pale, 
worn  out.  Suckowis  honestly  national  ; Varnbiihler 
appeared  very  patriotic,  saying  he  had  said  to 
Napoleon  in  1867  at  the  station  that  Germany  would 
be  united  under  an  attack.  He  asks  for  an 
ambassador  to  be  admitted  into  headquarters  ; pro- 
poses Prince  William,  or  Spitzenberg,  who  might 
easily  be  made  Major  of  the  Reserves.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  French  Embassy  left  only 

yesterday  ; also  Varnbuhler’s  son  from  Paris. 
Reception  of  the  other  Ministers,  burgo- 


masters, representatives  of  the  national  party. 
Enthusiasm  at  my  departure  almost  too  much  for  me. 
A bouquet  composed  of  flowers  of  the  North 
German  colours  is  handed  to  me  ; what  a respon- 
sibility the  attitude  of  the  German  nation  puts 
upon  us  ! It  would  be  wise  to  respect  the  little 
peculiarities  of  these  States — for  example,  their 
Envoys.  Gortschakoff  summoned  to  St.  Petersburg  ; 
Russia  to  keep  a vigilant  eye  on  Austria’s 
neutrality.  Italy  uncertain,  has  no  money.  The 
curious  inactivity  of  the  French  points  surely  to 
errors  of  calculation  on  their  part. 

July  29.— Karlsruhe.  Our  chief  thought  is  how, 
after  peace  has  been  secured,  the  Liberal  'JEreisinnige ) 
development  of  Germany  shall  be  continued. 

July  30. — Off  to  Spiers,  to  my  headquarters  near 
Pfeuffer;  Bavarian  camp  ; sturdy  soldiers,  but 
rather  sluggish  ; yet  one  must  now  cease  to  look 
upon  them  with  Prussian  eyes.  It  was  here  in  the 
Dom  in  1867  (this  must  be  a printer’s  or  transcriber’s 
error  for  1862)  that  the  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales  first  met  each  other 

“Forward  with  God,  Fearless  and  Firm” 

July  31. — Affecting  divine  service.  Moltke  wires 
that,  as  soon  as  the  Wiirtembergers  and  Badeners 
are  to  the  front,  I should  march  southwards 
along  the  left  bank  (of  the  Rhine)  and  attack  the 
foe,  in  order  to  hinder  them  from  throwing  a bridge 
over  the  stream  at  Lauterburg.  Am  not  yet  in  a 
position  to  do  so,  but  since  the  Prussians  have  come 
there  is  now  again  everywhere  a feeling  of  security. 

August  1. — The  question  about  band  for  the  arm 
as  a sign  of  recognition  has  been  negatived,  because 
imitation  is  too  easy.  Long  and  satisfactory  con- 
versation with  the  Duke  of  Coburg  and  (Sir 
Robert)  Morier ; Freytag  is  here  ; hope  that 
Roggenbach  will  also  come.  We  are  ready,  and  are 
trying  to  anticipate  the  foe,  who  could  have  expected 
that  ? Cartwright  arrives  from  Italy  : the  mood 
there  is  variable — depending  on  the  question 
from  which  . side  Rome  may  expect  the  most.  I 
have  a presentiment  that  this  war  will  mark  a pause 
in  the  era  of  battles  and  bloodshed,  but  at  present 
my  motto  is,  “ Mit  Gott  furchtlos  und  beharrlich 
vorwarts  ” (Forward  with  God,  fearless  and  firm). 
My  headquarters  are  growing  to  such  an  extent 
that  I am  obliged  to  divide  them  into  two  sections, 
in  the  first  of  which  everybody  really  connected  with 
the  service  is  included. 
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The  Last  Bath  in  the  Rhine. 

August  2. — Order  to  draw  my  army  together  ; the 
Bavarians  are  tolerably  ready.  Good-bye  ; last  bath 
in  the  Rhine  ; Landau  quite  superannuated  ; battle  j 
probably  to-morrow  ; to-day  the  monument  0 £ 

F rederick  William  III.  should  have  been  inaugurated 

On  the  Battlefield  at  last. 

August  4. — Weissenburg. — Our  men  behave  a 
they  do  during  manoeuvre-time  in  peace,  takim 
advantage  of  every  fold  in  the  ground,  and  wringing 
praise  of  themselves  and  their  manner  of  fightin 
from  our  Bavarian  companions.  Town  gate  sho 
to  pieces  ; the  town  taken,  then  we  have  gaine 
a strong  place,  and  the  dominion  over  the  rail 
roads  leading  to  Strassburg.  We  had  tw 
divisions — the  foe  one,  and  part  of  it  ha< 
only  come  up  during  the  night,  but  the  advant 
of  position  was  all  in  his 
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OF  THE  EMPEROR  FREDERICK. 


joy.  The  colour-staff  of  the  King’s  Regiment 
had  been  shot  through  ; three  of  its  bearers 
fell,  till  Sergeant  Forster  seized  it  and  dashed  up  the 
heights  in  front  of  the  stormers  ; I could  not  but 
press  to  my  lips  that  banner  of  victory  thus  so  glori- 
ously upheld.  On  the  southern  slope  we  took 
two  camps  of  shelter-tents  with  provisions  and 
dinner  still  untouched  ; General  Douai’s  little  dog 
creeping  round  his  master’s  dead  body  ; the  chat- 
tering French  doctors  knew  nothing  of  the  Geneva 
^Convention,  having  no  brassards  with  the  red  cross, 
and  crying  only,  “Procure  our  luggage  for  us.”  The 
Turcos  thorough  savages.  Quartered  with  Pastor 
Schafer  at  Schweighofen.  French  soldiers  exclaimed 
to  me,  “Ah,  your  Prussian  soldiers  fight  admirably.” 
August  5. — March  to  France.  Well-to-do  places 
left  by  the  inhabitants,  who  are  afraid  of  German 
cannibals  ; the  ghastly  appearance  of  battlefields 
ever  more  horrible  ; every  where  traces  of  hasty 
retreat.  Roggenbach  comes  as  Major  of  the  Baden 
Reserves.  A telegraph  book  found  at  the  station 
supplies  important  information,  showing  how  little 
the  French  are  ready  with  the  disposition  and  forma- 
tion of  their  army  and  arrangements  for  supplies,  and 
.giving  rise  to  tire  assumption  that  the  French  army 
will  concentrate  its  chief  strength  before  Metz. 
Report  of  large  French  camps  beyond  Worth,  in 
three  divisions,  receiving  reinforcements  ; position 
stronger  than  Weissenburg. 

The  Battle  of  Worth. 

August  6. — Worth  ; 80,000  French  ; I have  100,000 
a®  :men.  MacMahon’s  tough  resistance,  gradual  retreat 
while  fighting,  was  admirable,  but  he  left  me  in  pos- 
:on-  ssession  of  the  field,  I could  direct  the  whole, 
sir  iBIumenthal  and  Gottberg  of  great  assistance  to  me, 
t'uat  at  half-past  four  was  able  to  announce  our  victory  to 
tthe  King.  The  mitrailleuses  are  evidently  working 
'destruction  within  the  narrow  space  of  their  range. 
The  co-operation  of  the  South  Germans  has 
sserved  to  unite  the  various  troops  ; the  consequences 
will  be  of  enormous  importance  if  we  seriously 
; intend  not  to  let  such  a moment  slip  by  unused. 

“ You  HAVE  NOT  LOST  YOUR  HONOUR.” 

A French  officer  of  cuirassiers  said  to  me, 
“Ah,  sire  ! what  a defeat,  what  a misfortune! 
I am  ashamed  of  being  a prisoner  ; we  have 
Host  everything.”  I replied,  “You  are  wrong  in 
jsaying  that  you  have  lost  everything,  for  after  you 
'have  fought  like  brave  soldiers  you  have  not  lost  your 
1 honour  whereupon  he  said,  “Thank  you  : you  do 
:me  good  by  treating  me  in  this  way.”  The  officers 
- ;are  surprised  at  being  allowed  to  retain  their  swords, 
ttle  A conversation  with  Roggenbach  was  a welcome 
of  diversion  after  the  tremendous  impressions  of  the 
eifcday.  News  of  Goeben’s  victory  at  Saarbriick. 

The  Obligation  to  promote  National 

Unity. 

August  7. — At  Kbniggriitz  the  firing  was  not  nearly 
so  heavy  and  continuous  ; the  Zouaves  shoot  well,  the 
others  too  soon  and  too  high,  our  helmet  has  done 
good  service.  Great  bitterness  against  MacMahon, 
the  Emperor  is  called  an  “ old  woman,”  MacMahon’s 
papers  taken,  the  correspondents  of  the  Gaulois 
and  Figaro  captured  on  the  church  tower  of  Worth, 
state  that  theyare  opponentsof  Ollivier.  Thewounded 
French  are  threatened  with  famine  ; another  fortnight 
is4  wanted  to  complete  the  commissariat  ; during  the 
battle  frequent  trains  went  to  Worth  with  from  sixty 
1 to  100  passengers  who  were  sent  into  the  fight  with- 


out  any  certain  leader.  Have  had  several  detailed 
conversations  with  Roggenbach;  I asked  him  to 
write  down  their  subjects  for  me  briefly  and 
clearly,  and  if  possible  in  paragraphs.  His  proposals 
are  worthy  of  notice,  although  I cannot  put  them 
down  in  exact  language,  and,  indeed,  am  often  of  a 
quite  opposite  opinion,  this  is  quite  natural  in  an 
interchange  of  views  about  the  future  formation  of 
Germany  at  a time  when  as  yet  it  is  not  possible  to 
recognize  the  importance  of  the  victories  I have  won. 
I cling  to  the  conviction  that  after  the  peace  it  will 
be  impossible  for  us  to  content  ourselves  with  simply 
pointing  the  way  to  new  efforts  towards  national 
unity,  but  we  are  also  bound  to  offer  the  German 
people  something  whole  and  palpable,  and  we  must 
therefore  strike  the  iron  of  the  German  Cabinets 
while  it  is  still  hot.  Worth  the  first  victory  over  the 
French  in  open  battle  since  1815. 

Panic  among  the  French. 

August  8. — Advance  on  the  Vosges,  French 
cuirassiers  have  shot  their  officers,  who  led  them 
into  vineyards  ; the  material  of  the  cuirasses  is 
beautiful  ; one  Zouave  officer  cannot  write. 

August  9. — Quite  German  impressions  ; the 
inhabitants  like  the  Black  Forest  people  ; do  not 
understand  French,  which  has  only  been  taught 
for  the  last  twenty  years.  The  difference  of 
faith  becomes  noticeable.  Very  remarkable 
that  for  some  time  back  the  Catholics  in  Alsace 
had  been  talking  of  a war  that  would  happen 
this  year,  which,  after  Germany’s  defeat,  would 
be  turned  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Protestants  ; 
these  remarks  repeated  daily  everywhere.  Quar- 
tered with  Hann,  the  Protestant  clergyman,  who 
describes  the  tumult  of  the  flight  ; he  wishes  for 
peace,  saying  that  we  were  not  to  blame  for  the 
war,  and  wishing  that  the  Empress  (Eugenie)  and 
Ollivier  could  only  see  a battlefield.  MacMahon’s 
carriage  contained  an  exact  map  of  the  Vosges,  with 
all  lines  of  communication,  which  proved  of  great 
service  to  us  ; the  baggage  of  Ducrot,  commandant 
of  Strassburg,  included  the  wardrobes  of  two  ladies. 

August  10  to  12. — Petersbach.  The  Vosges  here 
resemble  the  Thuringian  forest  ; the  inhabitants  are 
mostly  Germans,  strictly  Protestant  ; everywhere  we 
saw  pictures  of  the  Reformers.  Great  dissolu- 
tion among  the  French,  deserters  say  they  never  had 
to  fight  with  such  soldiers.  The  importance  of  our 
victories  appears  ; our  officers  are  modest.  Freytag 
is  amiable,  putting  up  with  everything,  diligently 
observing.  August  13.— Sarrebourg  : here  the  Ger- 
man language  stops  suddenly.  August  14- — Blamont: 
the  inhabitants  recover  from  their  fright.  August^. — 
The  peasants  say  they  have  been  cheated  in  the 
plebiscite. 

Bismarck  Moderate,  Moltke  Cool. 

August  17  and  18. — At  Nancy battles  aiound 
Metz ; feverish  excrement ; the  inhabitants  Or- 

leanist.  . „ . 

August  20. — Meet  the  King  at  1 ont-a-Mousson  ; 
he  is  crushed  by  our  losses.  Council  of  war ; 
Moltke  cool  and  clear  as  evet,  determined  to 
march  on  Paris  ; Bismarck  moderate,  and  by  no 
means  sanguine;  our  conditions,  Alsace  and  vai 
indemnity. 

August  21.— Vaucouleurs.  Baudicourt’s  castle  ; 
ruin  ; the  chapel  a wine-cellar,  the  clergyman 
tells  us  that  the  interest  in  the  birthplace  of  the 
Maid  of  Orleans  had  been  first  aroused  by  the 
march  of  the  Germans  through  the  place  in  1814. 
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August  23. — Steinmetz  seems  inclined  to  play  the 
part  of  York  without  any  occasion.  Seen  the  King 
again,  who  is  again  firmer  ; have  difficulty  in  per- 
guading  him  to  confer  the  Iron  Cross  on  non- 
Prussians  also.  Varying  news  of  the  where- 
abouts of  the  foe  : Moltke  thinks  he  will  yet  lure 
him  into  a mouse-trap  (?)  Gallifet  writes  the  resig- 
nation (of  the  Emperor)  would  be  unavoidable  ; a 
Republic  probable.  Benedetti’s  project  harms  us  in 
England  ; without  encouragement  from  Bismarck  he 
never  would  have  allowed  himself  to  use  such  lan- 
gauge.  Madame  de  Boullenois,  aged  eighty-seven, 
asks  me  to  send  her  kind  regards  to  my  wife,  whom 
she  admired  as  an  excellent  mother,  housewife,  and 
farm  manager.  The  way  of  living  is  here  that  of  a 
simple  chateau. 

Before  Sedan. 

Sept.  1. — Sedan.  Count  Bothmer  brings  news 
that  Napoleon  is  in  Sedan  ; and  the  King,  not 
crediting  it,  asks  me  playfully  what  in  the 
world  we  shall  do  with  him  when  caught.  The 
white  flag  hoisted  over  Sedan  ; Napoleon  is  there  ; 
Bronsart  has  seen  him  and  been  told  that  he 
would  send  General  Reille.  Unsuccessful  attempt 
at  a nurrah  ; it  did  not  come  up  to  the  importance  of 
the  event  ; perhaps  it  was  considered  doubtful  whether 
it  was  a fortunate  event.  E p ar lenient  air e comes,  and 
the  assembled  Princes,  with  Bismarck,  Moltke,  and 
Roon,  form  a circle  round  the  King,  I being  next  his 
Majesty. 

Napoleon’s  Letter  of  Surrender. 

Reille  comes,  bent  but  not  without  dignity,  and 
hands  the  King  the  following  letter,  beginning 
“ Sire  my  brother  ! Not  having  been'  allowed 
to  die  in  the  midst  of  my  troops,  nothing  remains  for 
me  but  to  put  my  sword  into  your  Majesty’s  hands. 
I am  your  Majesty’s  good  brother  Napoleon.  Sedan, 
Sept.  1870.”  After  conferring  with  Bismarck,  Moltke, 
and  me,  the  King  dictates  to  Hatzfeldt  (now  German 
Ambassador  in  London)  the  draft  of  our  reply, 
which  the  King  himself  afterwards  wrote  out  in  his 
own  hand.  Difficult  to  find  writing  materials  ; I 
contribute  note-paper  stamped  with  our  eagle  from 
my  holster ; pen  and  ink  from  the  Grand  Duke  of 
Saxe-Weimar  ; two  cane  arm-chairs  form  a table 
on  which  Gustedt  laid  his  Hussar’s  sabretache  as  a 
pad. 

King  William’s  Reply. 

“ Sire  my  brother  ! Regretting  the  circumstances 
under  which  we  meet,  I accept  the  sword  of  your 
Majesty,  and  I invite  you  to  designate  one  of  Your 
officers,  provided  with  full  powers,  to  treat  for  the 
capitulation  of  the  army  which  has  so  bravely 
fought  under  your  command.  On  my  side  I 
have  named  General  Moltke  for  this  purpose. 
—I  am  your  Majesty’s  good  brother,  WILLIAM. 
Before  Sedan,  September  1,  1870.”*  Meanwhile 


* The  originals  of  the  two  letters  above  translated  are  thus  given 
in  the  Diary.  Napoleon’s  letter  ran Monsieur  mon  frere  ; 
N ayant  pas  pu  mourir  au  milieu  de  mes  troupes,  il  ne  me  reste  qu'a 
remettre  mon  6p6c  entre  les  mains  de  Votre  Majeste.  Je  suis  de 
Votre  Majeste  le  bon  frere  Napoleon.— -Sedan,  1 Sept.,  1870.”  The 
Prus-ian  King's  reply  was  ‘ ‘ Monsieur  mon  frere  ! En  regrettant 
les  circonstances  dans  lesquelles  nous  nous  rencontrons,  j’accepte 
l’dpee  de  Votre  Majeste  et  je  prie  de  bien  vouloir  nominer  un  de  Ses 
officiers,  muni  de  pleins  pouvoirs  pour  trailer  des  conditions  de  la 
capitulation  de  1 arm£e,  qui  s’est  si  bravement  battue  sous  Vos 
ordres.  De  mon  c6td  j’ai  ddsigne  le  gdndral  de  Moltke  h cet  eflet. 
Je  suis  de  Votre  Majestd  le  bon  frdre  Guillaume.— Devant  Sedan, 
i Septembre,  1870.” 


I talk  with  Reille  ; amiable  and  a thorough  gentle- 
man ; he  was  attached  to  me  in  1867  (when  in 
Paris)  ; my  sympathy  seemed  to  do  him  good  ; the 
Prince  Imperial  not  there.  When  he  had  gone  the 
King  and  I embraced,  the  recollection  of  July  3 
forced  itself  on  us  ; huge  joy  of  the  troops  : “Nun 
danket  alle  Gott,”  I could  not  restrain  my  tears. 

The  Capitulation  signed. 

Sept.  2. — The  phrase  “the  history  of  the  world 
is  the  judgment  of  the  world  ” (“die  Weltgeschichte 
ist  das  Weltgericht  ”)  is  suggested  to  me  from  my 
history  lessons  when  a boy.  Wimpfifen’s  difficulties. 
Napoleon  comes,  halts  in  a potato-field  not  far  from 
Donch^ry  ; Bismarck  and  Moltke  hurry  to  him  ; 
wants  more  favourable  conditions  of  capitulation 
and  withdrawal  of  the  army  to  Belgium  ; wishes  to 
speak  to  the  King.  Moltke  thinks  these  objections 
mere  pretexts,  because  Napoleon  felt  no  longer  safe 
in  Sedan,  and  was  anxious  about  his  carriages 
and  fourgons.  Moltke  searches  for  more  suitable 
quarters,  while  Bismarck  carries  on  a conversation 
with  Napoleon.  The  King  insists  upon  unconditional 
surrender,  the  officers  to  be  set  free  on  parole  ; at 
twelve  o’clock  the  capitulation  signed.  Moltke 
receives  the  Iron  Cross  of  the  First  Class  ; Bismarck 
arrives  ; they  have  talked  over  a cigar  about  every- 
thing except  politics  ; I suggest  Wilhelmshohe  as 
residence  for  Napoleon  ; dissuade  them  from  asking 
the  Emperor  to  go  up  the  hill,  in  face  of  the 
troops,  as  humiliating  ; recommend  the  King  to  ride 
to  the  Emperor  at  Bellevue.  Conference  with  Bis- 
marck, Roon,  Moltke  ; through  Bavarian  camps 
to  Bellevue,  where  are  the  Imperial  carriages  and 
fourgons,  the  servants  and  postillions  powdered 
a la  Longjumeau.  We  are  received  by  General 
Castelnau,  at  the  entrance  of  the  glass  pavilion 
Napoleon  appeared  and  led  in  the  King  ; I closed 
the  doors  and  remained  standing  in  front  of  them  ; ; 
French  suite  stepped  into  the  garden  ; Reille,  Achille 
Murat  and  Davillers  kept  me  company. 
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What  the  Emperor  of  the  French  said. 

The  conversation,  as  the  King  informed  me 
later,  was  as  follows.  The  King  began  by  saying 
that  as  the  fortune  of  war  had  now  turned  against  the 
Emperor,  and  the  latter  offered  him  his  sword,  he 
had  come  to  ask  him  what  were  now  his  intentions. 
Napoleon  placed  his  future  solely  in  his  Majesty’s 
hands.  The  King  replied  that  he  was  sorry  to  see 
his  opponent  in  such  a position,  more  especially  as  he; 
was  aware  that  it  had  not  been  easy  to  the 
Emperor  to  decide  for  war.  This  remark  clearlj 
pleased  Napoleon,  who  protested  with  warmth  that 
he  had  only  bowed  to  public  opinion  when  he  camE 
resolved  on  war,  upon  which  the  King  urged  that  il  I hav 
public  opinion,  nevertheless,  took  this  direction  if  ar»si 
was  the  fault  of  those  “ whom  you  made  youi  1^, 
counsellors.”  Touching  the  direct  object  of  the  meet-  lb;5e 
ing,  the  King  inquired  whether  Napoleon  had  any  , 
negotiations  to  propose,  to  which  the  Emperoi 
replied,  “ No,”  remarking  that  as  a prisoner  he 
could  exercise  no  influence  on  the  Government 


To  the  further  question,  where  then  was  this  Govern 
ment,  he  replied,  “ In  Paris.”  The  King  then  turnec 
the  conversation  to  the  subject  of  the  Emperor  s per 
sonal  position,  and  offered  him  Wilhelmshohe  as 
residence,  which  he  immediately  accepted.  H 
seemed  specially  pleased  when  his  Majesty  observe 
that  he  would  give  him  for  safety  a guard  of  honou 
across  the  frontier.  When  Napoleon,  in  the  furthe 
course  of  the  conversation,  expressed  a conjectur 
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i,  that  he  had  had  the  army  of  Frederick  Charles 
I'  against  him,  the  King  corrected  him  and  said  that 
: it  was  the  Crown  Prince  of  Saxony  and  I.  To  his 
question,  where,  then,  was  Prince  Frederick  Charles, 
: the  King  answered  sharply,  “Before  Metz,  with 

•seven  army  corps.”  With  every  sign  of  painful  surprise 
the  Emperor  receded  a step,  a convulsion  of  .pain 
passed  over  his  countenance,  for  it  now  first  came 
home  to  him  that  he  had  not  been  opposed  by  the 
entire  German  army. 

^“The  Tears  trickling  down  his  Cheeks.” 

The  King  praised  the  gallantry  ot  the  French 
Army,  which  Napoleon,  indeed,  willingly  confirmed, 
bbut  remarked  that  it  lacked  the  discipline  which 
•so  greatly  distinguished  our  army.  The  Prussian 
.artillery,  he  said,  was  the  first  in  the  world,  and  his 
Troops  had  not  been  able  to  withstand  our  fire. 
IThe  conversation  may  have  lasted  a good  quarter 
of  an  hour  before  they  came  out  again,  the  King’s 
! lofty  and  august  figure  contrasted  admirably  with 
tthe  diminutive  and  depressed  form  of  the  Emperor. 
'When  Napoleon  caught  sight  of  me  he  gave  me 
’his  hand,  while  with  the  other  he  dried  up  the  big 
Hears  trickling  down  his  cheeks.  He  referred  with 
nnuch  gratitude  to  the  language  and  generous  manner 
..generally  with  which  the  King  had  received  him.  I 

and  asked 

I whether  he  had  obtained  any  night’s  rest,  to  which 
he  replied  that  anxiety  about  his  family  had  left  him 
rno  sleep.  On  my  regretting  that  the  war  had  assumed 
$so  frightfully  bloody  a character,  he  replied  that  that 
was  unhappily  only  too  true,  and  it  was  all  the 
rmore  frightful  “if  one  had  not  wanted  war.”  He 
thad  had  no  news  for  a week  of  the  Empress  and 
'her  son,  and  begged  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  tele- 
egraph  to  her  in  cipher.  We  parted  with  a shake  of 
tthe  hand.  Boyen  and  Lynar  accompany  him  ; his 
ssuite  looks  gloomy,  in  brand-new  uniforms,  beside 
oours,  which  have  become  worn  out  in  the  war. 

Bismarck’s  Backwardness. 

Sept.  3. — Donchery.  Bismarck  visits  me,  we 
rretain  Alsace  under  German  administration,  either 
ffor  the  Bund  or  the  Empire,  the  Imperial  idea 
'scarcely  touched  on  yet,  I noticed  that  he  is  only 
ffavourable  to  it  on  certain  conditions.  1 took  care 
mot  to  hurry  him,  although  I am  convinced 
t:hat  it  must  come  to  this.  Matters  are  developing 
n this  direction,  and  can  only  turn  out  the  more 
f avourably  in  consequence  of  this  victory.  Failly  and 
iDucrot  beg  me  for  permission  to  travel  through 
i Belgium,  Napoleon  gone,  immediately  afterwards 

< ~ame  a telegram  in  cipher  from  the  Empress,  which 
II  have  sent  after  him  by  Seckendorff.  The  Belgians 
. ire  showing  much  sympathy  for  him.  My  anxiety  is 
t:hat  the  result  of  the  war  may  not  fulfil  the  justifi- 
able expectations  of  the  German  people. 


“France’s  Enfeeblement  our  Business.” 
Sept.  6. — Rheims. — Quartered  near  Werle  (Cli- 
juot),  where,  for  once  in  a way,  I give  champagne  ; 
t his  does  not  happen  with  me  as  a rule  when  in  the 
field.  Cathedral  and  coronation  room  spoiled  by 
meue  fashion.  Apart  from  the  desire  for  peace,  anger 
s displayed  everywhere  against  Paris,  which 
decides  everything,  the  people  actually  make  a dis- 
inction  between  Frenchman  and  Parisian  ; they  are 
iurprised  that  we  walk  about  among  them  without 
on  escort.  “Napoleon  would  never  have  dared 
hus  to  hazard  his  life,”  1 heard  one  man  say.  My 
lope  is  in  the  seriousness  of  the  nation,  in  its 


sense  of  duty  to  build  up  the  life  of  the  State  and  the 
nation  on  liberal  lines  ; if  during  the  present  excite- 
ment the  right  moment  is  missed,  the  passions  will 
go  astray  when  inactivity  begins.  Receive  from 
the  King  of  Bavaria  the  Max  Joseph  Order,  which 
is  only  awarded  for  victories  gained  : in  Bavaria 
nobody  possesses  it. 

Sept.  8.— -Deep  mourning  for  Jasmund’s  death  ; 
many  were  more  gifted,  few  as  faithful ; I had  greatly 
counted  on  him  for  the  future.  France  is  now  our 
natural  opponent  for  all  time,  and  therefore  her 
enfeeblement  our  business.  The  possession  ot  Alsace 
now  facilitates  our  strategical  advance,  hitherto 
planned  on  a very  narrow  scale. 

The  Army  ordered  to  besiege  Paris. 

Sept.  12  to  14. — Alsace-Lorraine  : Imperial  terri- 
tory without  dynasty  ; native  administrative  council. 
The  problem  will  be  to  separate  our  new  compatriots 
from  the  great  body  of  the  French  State,  but  to 
make  them  feel  that  they  are  members  of  a great  State, 
and  not  condemned  to  join  an  insignificant  one. 
Russell  (the  Times  correspondent)  totally  disap- 
peared ; gone  direct  to  England  ; wrote  much  even 
while  in  his  carriage.  Roggenbach  proposes  to 
use  the  opportunity  of  introducing  decentralization 
in  France  through  our  influence. 

Sept.  16. — Coulommiers.  Order  to  army  to 
surround  Paris  ; to  Meaux,  to  headquarters.  Favre 
announced,  through  English  mediation  ; Bismarck 
agrees  that  we  ought  to  hear  him  in  order  to 
get  to  know  him.  Bavaria,  not  disinclined  to 
a Congress  of  Ministers,  has  urgently  asked 
that  Delbriick  might  come.  Gortschakoff  against 
the  cession  of  Alsace.  Napoleon  is  astonished  at  his 
good  treatment  at  Wilhelmshohe  ! what  else  could 
he  have  expected?  we  honour  ourselves  by  thus 
treating  him.  Boyen  says  the  behaviour  of  the 
people  had  everywhere  been  full  of  tact,  he  had 
admired  our  reserve  guards.  The  Republic  becomes 
confirmed  without  drawing  attention  to  it  ; the 
Maire  of  Coulommiers  says  Ollivier  alone  would  have 
made  Napoleon’s  position  untenable.  lie  de  France 
a superb  country  ; the  peasants  make  a favourable 
impression  ; the  people  ask  absurd  questions,  and 
feel  the  star  on  my  breast. 

Sept.  19 — Paris  surrounded.  Versailles  is  going 
to  capitulate  first,  and  will  be  glad  to  be  saved  from 
a mob.  Sevres  asks  to  have  soldiers  quartered 
there. 

The  Capital  surrounded. 

Sept.  20.— At  Versailles,  in  the  Prefecture.  The 
news  from  Bavaria  good.  While  contemplating 
these  State  apartments,  in  which  so  much  mis- 
chief for  Germany  was  decided  on,  and  of  which 
the  paintings  hanging  round  mockingly  represent  her 
disintegration,  I cherish  the  firm  hope  that  the 
restoration  of  Kaiser  and  Reich  will  be  celebrated  in 

this  very  place.  . 

Sept.  22.— To  Ferrieres,  looking  like  a commode 
with  its  legs  in  the  air  ; inside,  a cabinet  of 
curios,  luxurious,  but  senseless.  Favre  is  giateful 
for  his  treatment,  has  left  an  excellent  impression 
on  our  officers,  but  declines  oui  demands  in  a letter. 
Sedan  and  the  Republic  made  an  impression  on 
Austria;  the  Tzar  sent  Moltke  the  St.  George’s 
Order.  Three  years  ago  I was  driving  about  in  the 
park  of  Versailles  with  the  Empress  Eugenie  ! 
Christening  carriages  of  the  Duke  of  Reichstadt, 
Count  of  Chambord,  Count  of  Paris,  Prince  Imperial. 
Our  solemn  religious  service  in  the  open  air  inv 
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presses  the  French.  Excursion  to  St.  Cloud  ; picture 
of  the  arrival  of  Queen  Victoria,  when  the 
Crown  Princess  first  went  with  her  to  the 
Continent ; the  French  will  end  by  destroying  it. 
On  the  Council  table,  where  the  decision  to  declare 
war  was  come  to,  lay  sketches  of  the  Prussian  army, 
lint  in  baskets,  cards  of  invitation  from  the  Impe- 
ratrice  Regente.  The  arrangements  are  charming 
and  luxurious. 

Sept.  28. — Strasburg  capitulates  ; I write  to  the 
King  to  get  everything  done  for  the  restoration  of 
the  cathedral,  the  library,  &c.  His  Majesty  is  bored 
at  FerriDres. 

The  Great  Emperor  Question. 

Sept.  29.  — Fifteen  years  ago  to-day  I was 
betrothed  at  Balmoral. 

Sept.  30. — To  Ferrieres  : good  news  from  Delbriick 
to  Bismarck’s  surprise.  I address  his  Majesty  on 
the  Emperor  question  which  is  now  being  broached  ; 
he  thinks  there  is  no  prospect  of  it,  and  refers  me 
to  the  remark  of  Du  Bois  Reymond  (a  Berlin 
professor)  that  Imperialism  is  now  prostrate,  so 
that  in  Germany  for  the  future  there  could  only 
be  a King  of  Prussia,  Duke  of  the  Germans. 
Against  this  I urge  that  the  three  Kings 
(of  Bavaria,  Wiirtemberg,  and  Saxony)  compel  us 
to  express  our  supremacy  by  the  title  of  Emperor, 
and  that  the  thousand-year-old  Imperial  or  Royal 
crown  has  nothing  to  do  with  modern  Imperialism. 
At  last  his  opposition  gets  weaker. 

Oct.  2. — Queen  Victoria,  who  follows  our  deeds 
with  touching  interest,  has  telegraphed  to  his 
Majesty  exhorting  him  to  treat  Favre’s  peace  pro- 
posals with  magnanimity,  but  without  being  able  to 
recommend  any  practical  means  to  this  end. 

Oct.  3. — General  Burnside  comes  from  Paris, 
looks  shrewd,  and  speaks  so  openly  that  Blumenthal 
and  I are  of  opinion  he  does  not  do  so  without 
instructions  from  the  authorities.  They  want  peace, 
but  no  cession  of  country.  Favre,  on  the  other  hand, 
has  told  him  he  quite  saw  that  France,  after  having 
been  conquered,  mast  give  in  to  the  loss  of  Alsace  ; 
but  the  present  Government  could  not  act  on  its 
own  responsibility  as  it  would  fall  if  it  gave  in  to 
our  demand.  A “ Constituante  ’’  ought  therefore 
to  be  called  together,  in  which  the  demand  for 
peace,  uttered  in  the  name  of  the  nation,  would 
assist  the  Government.  I remark  that  we  had  not 
been  at  all  inclined  to  hinder  the  elections,  which 
should  have  taken  place  on  Oct.  2 ; at  which  the 
American  is  surprised.  Move  to  Les  Ombrages. 

Thiers  suggests  King  Leopold. 

Oct.  5. — His  Majesty  arrives  with  his  colossal  head- 
quarters— incredible  mass  of  carriages — even 
Schneider  (the  King’s  reader)  and  Stieber  (chief  of 
the  secret  field  police)  have  theirs. 

Oct.  6. — The  fountains  playing  ; the  King  walking 
about  fearlessly  among  the  crowd,  to  the  immense 
surprise  of  the  public.  Thiers  suggests  placing  King 
Leopold  on  the  throne  of  France,  which  Bismarck 
holds  to  be  a stillborn  idea  ; he  is  sorry  that 
he  can  find  no  obliging  disposition  in  England, 
remarking  that  they  do  not  there  seem  to  perceive 
that  they  will  have  in  future  to  seek  help  from  Ger- 
many. Delbriick  has  been  called  to  explain  the  con- 
tradictions of  his  accounts  and  telegrams.  Bismarck 
is  rightly  unwilling  to  be  rash  about  anything  ; he 
disapproves  Jacoby’s  arrest,  and  fears  it  will  influence 
the  elections,  but  cannot  persuade  the  King  to  liberate 


him.  Vogel  von  Falkenstein  is  no  politician,  wants 
to  do  everything  and  rejects  legal  assistance  ; the 
King  does  not  like  to  oppose  him.  Letter  from  Renan, 
who,  appealing  to  our  acquaintance  of  1867,  begs  for 
a safe  conduct. 

The  Siege  of  Paris. 

Ocf.  9. — Divine  service  in  the  Palace  chapel. 

Oct,  10. — Beginning  of  the  siege.  Delbriick 
arrives.  Bavaria  willing  to  join  North  German 
Confederation,  reserving  her  army  and  diplomacy. 
The  ministers  disagree  among  themselves,  and 
point  to  the  contradictory  remarks  of  the 

King,  who  talked  for  an  hour  and  a half  with  Del- 
brlick  on  topics  mostly  concerning  the  mission 
of  the  latter ; he  studies  the  “ Infallibility  ” 
question.  Bismarck  very  savage  with  Schneider, 
who  sends  wrong  and  tactless  things  to  the 
Staatsanzeiger.  Duke  Frederick  goes  to  Von 

der  Tann,  thinks  that  nothing  will  come  of 
it,  and  finds  at  Versailles  the  news  from  Artenay. 
Bismarck  tells  me  that  Chambord  and  Ollivier  have 
written  to  the  King  ; the  former  would  follow  the 
people’s  call,  but  would  not  allow  the  cession  of  any 
part  of  F ranee.  Ollivier  confesses  to  have  advised  in 
favour  of  war,  but  warns  not  to  demand  cession  of 
parts  of  the  country.  The  one  can  do  nothing,  the 
other  has  brought  it  all  about,  and  both  dare  to  give 
advice  to  the  victor  ! St.  Cloud  in  flames.  Burnside 
comes  again  from  Paris,  deputed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, which  acts  without  a single  sensible  thought, 
listens  to  no  remarks,  and  continues  the  war  without 
any  plan,  in  order  to  remain  in  office.  Bazaine  wants 
to  send  the  chief  of  his  staff  for  politico-military 
negotiations  ; Bismarck  wants  to  hear  him,  Roon 
and  Moltke  will  not  ;•  they  disagree,  reproach  each 
other  with  not  having  any  news  ; Frederick  Charles 
is  opposed  to  it,  fearing  that  the  capitulation  might 
be  concluded  at  Versailles.  The  King  of  Wurtem- 
berg  wishes  to  treat  with  us  directly  about  his  entry 
into  the  North  German  Confederation),  so  as  to  be 
free  from  the  tutelage  of  Bavaria.  Bismarck  con- 
sidering the  Emperor  question  ; tells  me  he  made  a 
mistake  in  1866  in  treating  the  matter  as  of  no 
importance,  not  believing  that  there  was  such  a 
powerful  desire  among  the  German  people  for  an 
Imperial  crown  as  is  now  appearing,  and  is  only 
afraid  of  too  much  Court  glitter,  on  the  subject  of 
which  I calm  his  apprehensions.  The  Duke  of 
Coburg  proposes  election  by  all  the  Sovereigns, 
who  would  take  the  place  of  the  electors. 

Pondering  about  the  Future. 

Oct.  14. — Stosch  tells  us  that  Boyer  has  been  at 
Versailles  since  last  evening,  negotiating  about  the 
free  passage  of  the  army  at  Metz,  in  order  to  enable 
Bazaine  to  make  an  attempt  at  restoration.  Bis- 
marck wants  to  make  use  of  him  to  keep  all  means 
in  his  hands  which  could  possibly  lead  to  a peaceful 
result. 

Oct.  18. — The  unique  way  in  which  I am  keeping 
rny  birthday  makes  me  turn  my  particular  attention 
to  the  seriousness  of  the  political  task  which  awaits 
me  in  the  course  of  time  in  Germany,  for  I hope  to 
have  no  more  wars  and  that  this  will  be  my  last 
campaign.  There  is  no  doubt  that  many  look  with 
confidence  on  the  task  which,  God  willing,  must  one 
day  fall  to  me,  and  I feel  a certain  confidence  in  my 
power  to  perform  it,  knowing  that  I shall  show  myself 
worthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in  me.  I he  present  nego- 
tiations are  difficult,  and  Bismarck  seems  to  be  serious 
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i bout  the  matter.  Early  to-day  the  King  came  to  me  ; 

ielding  to  my  request  he  has  donned  the  Iron  Cross 
; f the  First  Class  ; at  table  he  toasted  me  as  the  one 
" who  had  brought  us  all  hither.”  The  Grand  Duke 
■ f Weimar  wishes  to  have  my  views  as  to  the  German 
uestion  and  uses  the  expression  “a  Constitution  unit- 
ng  all  German  States  ; ” that  must  follow,  but  first  of 
. .11,  and  at  once,  Germany  wants  a monarchical  head. 

find  that  there  were  some  evil  purposes  against 
England;  that  is  now  past ; but  who  can  tell  whether 
jge  prevailing  predilection  for  Russia  and  America 
iay  not  yet  one  day  add  fuel  to  hatred  of  England  ? 
;he  death  of  Twesten  (a  Liberal  politician  who  during 
he  Conflict  time  had  fought  a duel  for  his  political 
•rinciples  with  the  reactionary  Von  Manteuftel)  is  an 
rreparable  loss.  I met  Bennigsen,  who  has  been 
| jailed  by  Bismarck,  and  who  tells  me  that  he  has 
avourable impressions;  Bismarck  is  against  an  Upper 
r .louse. 

Bismarck  and  Papal  Infallibility. 

: Oct.  23. — Bray,  Pranckh,  and  Suckow  came  to  see 

ae  ; they  do  not  say  much,  but  they  are  here. 

Oct.  24. — Rumour  of  GortschakofFs  intention  to 
1 eenounce  the  Black  Sea  Treaty.  Bismarck  tells 
f 1 Ay  brother-in-law  (the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden)  that 
: lifter  the  war  he  means  to  proceed  against  “ intalli- 
: fility.” 

Oct.  25. 1 — The  South  German  Ministers  dine  with 
. ne.  Mittnacht  is  considered  the  ablest  ; he  asks 
or  an  audience,  and  expresses  himself  favourably  ; 
Buckow  also.  Bray  talked  yesterday  to  Bismarck 
i with  regard  to  the  title  of  Emperor  ; he  considers 
> r.n  Upper  House,  in  which  kings  sit  on  the  same 
>ench  with  counts  and  lords,  an  impossibility,  so  that 
with  regard  to  this  question  alone  the  Emperor  and 
; ihe  Federation  would  receive  a check. 

A Laurel  Wreath  for  Moltke. 

Oct.  26. — Moltke’s  seventieth  birthday  ; I took  him 
1 laurel  wreath.  Agrees  with  me  that  Paris  must  be 
corced  by  famine  to  capitulate,  and  is  opposed  to 
!he  opening  of  parallels. 

Oct.  27. — Metz  capitulates,  but  France  makes  every 
ossible  effort  to  relieve  Paris,  while  Podbielski  has 
lways  shown  that  she  was  incapable  of  this.  I 
reat  Dalwigk  coldly,  Hofmann  amiably.  Bismarck 
ays  that  on  principle  he  is  not  against  the  Upper 
louse  and  Ministers  of  the  Empire,  and  that  he 
/ould  not  afterwards  withhold  his  sympathy. 

Oct.  28. — In  the  orangery  at  Versailles,  where 
he  trees  might  be  twice  as  high.  Napoleon  III. 
'as  not  fond  of  oranges,  and  presented  many  to 
he  Comtesse  Beauregard.  But  the  buildings  of  that 
ieriod  were  meant  to  last  for  ever,  while  nowadays 
learly  everything  is  superficiality  and  show. 


.’he  Crown  Prince  made  a ueneral-Field- 
Marshal. 

Oct.  29. — Telegram  from  (my  cousin)  Friedrich 
■Carl  : — “ Gratulire,  mein  Herr  General-Feldmar- 
chall.”  An  hour  and  a half  later  I received  my 

[latent.  The  beautiful  and  touching  words  in  which 
t is  couched,  above  all  things  the  declaration  that  in  a 
iromotion  of  this  kind,  which  has  never  yet  fallen  to 
1 . Prince  of  our  House,  my  brave  army  is  to  behold 
he  reward  of  its  achievements,  helped  me  to  get 
wer  the  oppressive  feeling  that  this  old  and  really 
ine  tradition  of  our  family  had  now,  at  last,  also 
>een  broken  with.  Frederick  Charles  will  have  taken 
his  appointment  as  something  which  had  been  ex- 
acted. Moltke  has  become  a Count.  I persuaded 


the  Grand  Duke  of  Bavaria  to  come,  Dalwigk  shows 
himself  very  obliging,  wishes  to  make  proposals  about 
Imperial  Ministers  and  the  Upper  House.  Roggen- 
bach  remains  the  only  sensible  and  reliable  one 
among  the  statesmen  present. 

Oct.  30. — Thiers  comes  and  meets  the  fine  reserve 
guards  ; avoids  political  talk  before  he  has  been  in 
Paris.  Confusion  of  the  Bavarian  negotiations  ; the 
instructions  come  from  the  Bavarian  mountains. 
At  Berlin  the  laymen  in  their  warm  rooms  demand 
the  bombardment  of  Paris.  Dalwigk  explains  to  me, 
to  my  surprise,  his  programme  ot  the  German  ques- 
tion. Prince  Otto  of  Bavaria,  who  has  been  suddenly 
summoned  to  Munich  on  important  business,  came 
to  take  leave  of  me,  pale  and  as  wretched-looking 
as  if  he  were  in  a fit  of  the  shivers — he  sat  before 
me  while  I set  forth  the  necessity  of  our  having  unity 
about  military  and  diplomatic  matters,  and  about  the 
Upper  House  ; but  whether  he  understood,  or  even 
heard  me,  I could  not  make  out. 

Bavaria  and  the  German  Empire. 

Nov.  1.— Dalwigk  has  to-day  had  a discussion 
with  all  the  German  Ministers,  and  with  Friesen, 
in  order  to  win  Bavaria  over  to  the  idea  of  a 
German  Empire  with  responsible  Ministry  and  a 
State  or  Upper  House,  but  they  have  not  arrived  at 
any  result,  because  Bray  puts  special  stress  on  the 
fact  that  the  subjects  in  question  had  already  been 
discussed  with  Delbriick  at  Munich,  but  that  they 
had  been  wrecked  by  Prussian  opposition  ! Bismarck, 
however,  pointed  to  the  wishes  of  South  Germany. 
The  King  told  Roggenbach  last  evening  he  con- 
sidered a revision  of  the  North  German  constitutio 
a necessity,  and  has  altogether  expressed  himself 
favourably  on  the  Empire  question.  As  Bismarck 
can’t  get  away  from  here,  the  idea  has  been  suggested 
that  the  German  Reichstag  should  be  called  to 
assemble  in  this  place  : a strong  impression  would 
be  produced;  and  if,  in  addition  to  it,  the  Congress  of 
Princes,  which  I think  desirable,  should  take  place 
at  the  same  time,  the  German  cause  would  be 
advanced  at  one  stroke. 

Negotiations  between  Bismarck  and  Thiers. 

Nov.  2. — Bismarck  gives  an  account  of  his 
negotiations  with  Thiers.  The  latter  says  the 
election  of  a “ Constituante  ” required  twenty-eight 
days,  during  which  an  armistice  should  be  made 
and  new  provisions  supplied,  we  undertaking  part  of 
the  provisioning.  On  Bismarck  questioning  as  to 
what  would  be  done  for  us  in  return,  Thiers  said 
in  surprise,  The  prospect  of  obtaining  a lawful 
Government  through  the  “Constituante”!  but 
when  the  question  of  supplying  provisions  was 
negatived  the  expression  slipped  from  him,  But 
then  we  shall  have  the  capitulation  during  the 
armistice.”  On  Bismarck  complaining  of  the  use 
of  Turcos  by  the  French,  Th.ers  lejoined,  But  you 

are  also  making  use  of  Uhlans'.” 

Nov.  o — Thiers  sends  his  demands  in  writing  ; 
three  weeks  would  not  suffice  to  bring  the  necessary 
number  of  cattle  to  Paris.  Reinforcements  ought 
to  be  sent  against  the  masses  gathering  together  on 
the  Loire,  but  the  King  will  not  yet  allow  it.  Del- 
brtick  thinks  that  a confederate  like  Bavaria  ought, 
at  the  present  moment,  not  to  be  compelled  to  join, 
but  I hold  that  we  do  not  at  all  know  our  power, 
consequently  that  at  the  present  historical  moment 
we  can  no  doubt  do  anything  we  seriously  want  to 
do  only— heaven  knows,  we  do  not  always  know 
what  we  want,  and  who  at  present  wan's  anything 
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seriously.  The  idea  has  been  abandoned  of  calling' 
the  Reichstag  to  this  place.  The  Grand  Duke  of 
Baden  is  coming. 

Nov.  7.— At  last  persuaded  the  King  to  send 
reinforcement  to  Von  der  Tann.  The  Grand  Duke 
of  Baden  finds  the  King  more  favourable  to  the 
German  question  than  he  expected.  Bismarck  told 
the  Ministers  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Prussian  Govern- 
ment to  see  the  German  Princes  seal  the  peace  here 
with  their  sword-hilts,  an  idea  which  is  already 
shared  by  the  King  of  Saxony.  The  Grand  Duke 
of  Oldenburg  is  coming,  so  we  shall  soon  have  suffi- 
cient material  for  a congress  of  Princes.  The  Grand 
Duke  of  Mecklenburg  takes  the  chief  command 
against  the  Loire,  I should  have  liked  to  give  it  to 
the  Duke  of  Coburg,  who  is  very  anxious  for  work  ; 
but  the  military  cabinet,  not  unjustly,  points  out  that 
the  Duke  suffers  from  great  nervous  excitement  at 
critical  moments. 

Nov.  10. — Write  a note  to  Bismarck  about  the 
attitude  of  our  press  towards  England.  Unfavour- 
able news  from  Von  der  Tann  at  Coulommiers. 

England  and  the  German  Press. 

Nov.  1 1.— Bismarck  sends  Abeken  (a  F.  O.  official), 
who  has  grown  a full  beard,  to  reply  to  my  note  that  he 
laments  the  language  of  our  press  towards  England, 
and  that  in  this  sense  he  had  instructed  Eulenberg, 
and  also  written  to  Bernstorff.  Bismarck  was  not  at 
all  in  harmony  with  him,  saying  that  his  notes  and  his 
other  written  communications  were  so  long-winded 
that  they  could  scarcely  be  read.  One  document,  for 
example,  comprised  80  pages,  which  no  one  had  time 
to  study.  The  Grand  Duke  of  Baden  has  the  impres- 
sion that  Bismarck  is  serious  about  the  Emperor 
question.  The  Grand  Duke  wrote  an  admirable  letter 
to  the  King  of  Bavaria,  who  has  not  however  replied  to 
it.  Wiirtemberg  makes  petty  reservations  about  the 
military  convention  ; the  right  of  promotion  in  his 
division  is  a disadvantage  to  his  own  officers. 

Nov.  12. — The  sentry  would  not  let  me  enter  the 
Villa  Stern — having  no  orders  to  make  exceptions. 
The  Wiirtemberg  Ministers  departed  on  the  receipt 
of  bad  news  just  as  they  were  about  to  sign.  This  is  an 
intrigueof Gasser’s.  SuckowandMittnachtarehonest. 
Roonand Podbielski  complainthattheyknownothing ; 
Bismarck  is  horrified  that  such  Prussian  Particu- 
larists  should  have  anything  to  do  with  the  matter 
at  all.  Ledochowski  (Archbishop  of  Posen)  inquires 
whether  the  Pope  can  be  received  in  Prussia. 
Bismarck  would  regard  it  as  a gigantic  mistake  of 
Pio  Nono  to  leave  Rome,  but  says  that  his  resi- 
dence in  Germany  would  have  a good  effect,  as 
the  close  contemplation  of  Romish  Sacerdotalism 
( Priesterwirthschaft ) would  cure  the  Germans.  The 
King  and  I are  decidedly  against  the  idea. 

The  Crown  Prince  puts  his  Foot  down. 

Nov.  14. — Odo  Russell  is  to  come,  the  rumours 
about  the  Black  Sea  clause  are  confirmed  ; it  is 
related  that  when  the  treaty  was  signed  in  1856, 
Palmerston  remarked  to  Brunnow  (Russian  Ambas- 
sador) that  it  would  not  last  ten  years.  General 
Annenkoff  is  coming  with  a letter  from  the  Tzar  ; 
Reuss  (Prussian  Ambassador  in  St.  Petersburg)  was 
only  told  of  this  after  the  Envoy  left,  with  the 
request  that  he  would  not  telegraph  the  news  till 
the  King  (of  Prussia)  had  received  the  missive. 
We  telegraph  to  have  the  step  postponed,  but  are 
told  that  it  is  too  late,  as  communications  of  the 
same  sort  have  gone  to  Vienna  and  London. 
Nov.iG— Ourrepresentativesare  to  remain  passive; 


the  King  is  very  much  put  out,  telling  me  that  this  j 
surprise  is  beyond  all  joke,  and  that  in  England  it  is 
sure  to  be  regarded  as  an  act  of  revenge  on  our  part 
forthesale  of  arms.  Bismarck,  however,  deniesthat  he 
was  privy  to  the  matter.  Conversation  with  Bismarck  I 
about  the  German  question,  which  he  would  like  to 
see  decided,  but,  with  a shrug  of  the  shoulders,  j 
explains  all  the  difficulties,  asking  what  should  be 
done  with  the  South  Germans,  and  whether  I wish 
them  to  be  threatened.  1 reply,  “Yes,  indeed;  there  { 
would  be  no  danger  in  doing  that  ; let  us  act  firmly  j 
and  imperiously,  and  you  will  see  I was  right  in  I \ 
asserting  that  you  have  not  yet  any  proper  conscious-  j 
ness  of  your  power.” 

He  wants  to  be  Emperor. 

Bismarck  would  hear  nothing  whatever  of  threats,  j 
all  the  more  as  in  case  we  were  forced  to 
resort  to  extreme  measures  such  a course  would  ; 
throw  these  States  into  the  arms  cf  Austria.  ; 
Thus,  on  assuming  office  (in  1862),  he  had  firmly  ■ 
resolved  to  bring  about  war  between  Prussia  : 
and  Austria,  but  had  taken  good  care  not  to  speak 
about  his  design  on  that  or  any  other  occasion 
to  his  Majesty  before  he.  deemed  the  proper  i 
time  to  have  . come  for  doing  so.  Similarly,  j 
the  development  of  the  German  question  must  be 
left  to  time.  I replied  that,  as  representing  tfie 
future,  I could  not  view  such  delay  with  indifference, 
arguing  that  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  use  i 
force,  and  that  we  could  quietly  wait  and  -watch 
whether  Bavaria  and  Wiirtemberg  ventured  to  join 
Austria.  Nothing  was  easier,  I argued,  than  to  ■ 
have  the  Emperor  proclaimed  by  the  majority  of 
German  Sovereigns  now  gathered  here,  and  also 
to  procure  their  approval  of  a Constitution  with 
supreme  head  answering  to  the  just  demands  of  the 
German  people. 

And  suggests  “ bringing  Pressure  to  bear.”  j 

This  would  bring  pressure  to  bear  which  the  Kings 
could  not  resist.  Bismarck  rejoined  that  I stood 
alone  with  these  views,  and  that  in  order  to  gain  the  j 
wished-for  goal  it  would  be  more  correct  to  let  the 
Reichstag  take  the  initiative.  On  my  referring  to  1 1 

the  sentiments  of  Baden,  Oldenburg,  Weimar,  and  | 
Coburg,  he  defended  himself  by  referring  to  the  1 
will  of  the  King.  I answered  that  I knew  very  well  j ■ 
his  opposition  alone  was  sufficient  to  make  such 
a scheme  as  this  impossible  of  acceptance  by  t 
his  Majesty  ; to  which  he  replied  that  I was  j j 
reproaching  him,  and  that  he  knew  of  quite  other  \ 
persons  who  deserved  this. 


Bismarck  threatens  to  resign. 


And  then  again  I must  in  political  questions,  he 
said,  take  into  account  the  great  independence  of  the 
King  himself,  his  Majesty  reading  through  every 
important  despatch,  and  even  correcting  it.  He 
regretted  that  the  question  of  the  Emperor  and  of  the 
Upper  House  had  been  discussed  at  all,  as  offence 
had  thus  been  given  to  Bavaria  and  Wiirtemberg.  I 
said  that  it  was  Dalwigk  who  had  broached  it. 
Bismarck  averred  that  my  opinions  thus  expressed 
could  only  prove  hurtful,  saying  that  the  Crown 
Prince  should  not  give  vent  to  views  of  this  kind  at 
all.  I at  once  protested  in  the  most  emphatic  manner 
against  my  mouth  being  closed  in  this  way,  especially! 
as  in  a question  thus  affecting  the  future  I felt  bound, 
to  leave  no  one  in  doubt  as  to  7ny  opinion  in 
particular,  besides  which  it  lay  with  his  Majesty 
alone  to  instruct  me  as  to  matteis  which  I was  free 
to  discuss  or  not,  even  if  it  were  assumed  that  I wai 
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not  yet  old  enough  to  judge  for  myself.  Bismarck 
said  that  if  the  Crown  Prince  commanded  he  would 
act  in  accordance  with  his  views.  I protested 
against  this,  as  I had  no  commands  to  give  him, 
whereupon  he  declared  that  for  his  part  he  would  be 
very  glad  to  make  way  for  any  other  person  whom  I 
might  deem  more  competent  than  him  to  conduct 
affairs  ; but  that  until  then  he  must  act  upon  his  own 
principles  to  the  best  of  his  ability  and  knowledge  of 
all  determining  circumstances.  We  then  went  on  to 
speak  of  questions  of  detail,  and  finally  I remarked 
that  I had  perhaps  spoken  in  an  animated 
manner,  but  that  I could  not  be  expected  to  remain 
indifferent  in  view  of  a “world-historic’1  moment 
which  was  being  neglected. 

The  King  Upset. 

Nov.  17.  — Delbriick  is  going  to  Berlin  to  the 
opening  of  the  Reichstag,  he  is  not  discouraged,  and 
believes  that  our  tactics  of  ignoring  the  Bavarians  ior 
the  last  fortnight  will  bear  good  fruit,  as  they  have 
asked  for  a recommencement  of  negotiations.  It  is 
my  opinion  that  the  present  division  of  the  Third 
Army  should  be  maintained  even  after  the  war  comes 
to  an  end,  so  that  I may  thus  remain  Commander- 
in-Chief ; I should  then  have  influence  by  means  of 
,a  mixture  of  consideration  and  strictness,  but  I 
should  wish  to  be  spared  the  parades  and  dinners 
during  the  inspections.  The  King  is  nervous,  for  he 
has  at  the  same  time  to  follow  the  (political)  negotia- 
tions and  the  (military)  operations,  and  he  gets 
absolutely  no  recreation,  for  his  daily  guests 
grow  very  monotonous.  I am  well,  beginning  to 
read  and  write  at  six  o’clock  every  morning,  but  later 
on  my  time  is  much  broken  up. 

Nov.  18. — Roggenbach  thinks  that  things  are 

ore  favourable  than  they  appear.  Am  pleased  witn 
the  article  in  the  Times  about  my  letter  of  thanks  to 
Lindsay  ; acting  on  the  principles  of  my  ever- 
memorable  father-in-law,  may  I succeed  in  welding 
a chain  between  the  two  countries  which  depend  so 
much  on  each  other. 

Nov.  19. — Bismarck  is  said  to  have  exclaimed  on 
the  receipt  of  Gortschakoffs  note,  “ The  silly  fellows 
have  begun  four  weeks  too  soon.”  Bernstorff  s 
influence  is  unfavourable  to  either  side.  Odo  Russell 
has  arrived ; his  first  impression  of  Bismarck  is  favour- 
able ; he  is  my  honoured,  amiable,  old  acquaint- 
ance from  Rome  in  1862.  To  everybody’s  surprise 
Meyer  is  coming.  Nov.  20. — Bavaria  turns  round. 
Nov.  21. — Bismarck  tells  me  our  conversation  of  the 
16th  had  caused  him  to  proceed  seriously,  and  after 
Delbriick’s  departure  to  take  the  negotiations  in 
hand  : both  kingdoms  wished  now  to  step  in,  but  he 
had  yet  to  play  his  trump  cards.  Roon  threatened 
to  break  off  the  military  negotiations  about  the  out- 
ward marks  of  distinction.  We  remain  eternally  the 
same  at  the  green  table  ; as  a contrast  the  language 
of  the  Volkszeitung, which  always  hits  the  nail  on  the 
head,  is  really  refreshing. 

Bismarck  and  Bombardment. 

Nov.  23. — A moment  of  excititing  combinations. 
Moltke  explains  the  situation  of  affairs  always  with 
the  utmost  clearness  and  moderation  ; has  always  con- 
sidered and  calculated  everything,  and  constantly  hits 
the  right  nail  on  the  head  ; but  Roon’s  shoulder- 
shrugs  and  spitting  and  Podbielski’s  Olympian 
assurance  often  influence  the  King.  Talk  with 
Pranckh,  who  has  sufficient  insight  and  knowledge 
to  be  able  to  help  his  friends,  but  who  for  the  moment 
can  get  nothing  except  admission  to  the  Confederacy, 


He  puts  special  value  on  this  success,  but  asks  all. 
the  more  to  leave  the  rest  to  time.  Nov.  24. — Last 
evening  signed  with  Bavaria. 

Nov.  2K. — Bismarck  urgently  demands  a bombard- 
ment ; Blumenthal  in  a pro  inemorid  to  Moltkedemon- 
strates  the  senselessnessofabombardment  which  could 
only  reach  the  forts,  that  ought  to  be  taken  by  parallels 
and  storming.  We  should  have  to  make  our  quarters 
there  under  the  effective  firing  of  the  enemy  ; thence 
proceed  to  an  attack  of  the  strongly-fortified  enceinte, 
and  eventually  of  the  town.  Bismarck  has  given  out 
that  if  the  Imperial  dignity  is  not  soon  offered  by  the 
Princes,  the  Reichstag  cannot  be  prevented  from  pro- 
posing the  measure  after  the  middle  of  next  week  at 
the  latest.  Long  talk  with  Odo  Russell  shows  me  once 
again  the  abilitiesof  this  gifteddiplomatist ; he  is  satis- 
fied about  Bismarck,  whom  he  finds  accessible.  In  the 
Roman  question  he  is  afraid  that,  some  time,  great 
harm  to  the  Savoy  dynasty  will  be  the  consequence  ot 
the  occupation  of  Rome  ; he  expects  extensive  Demo- 
cratic reforms  within  the  Catholic  Church  from  the 
successor  of  Pius,  so  that  in  time  an  active  Pope 
might  even  succeed  in  uniting  the  spiritual  with  the 
Royal  sovereignty  over  Italy  (?)  Prince  Lynar  is 
going  to  be  sent  with  autograph  letters  of  the  Kings 
of  Bavaria,  Wiirtemberg,  and  Saxony  to  invite  the 
Sovereigns.  Holnstein  has  arrived,  and  is  looking 
out  for  a residence  and  stabling  for  the  King  in  the 
Trianons  ; speaks  unfavourably  of  the  Bavarian 
Ministers,  who  ought  to  have  done  more  for  the 
German  cause.  Odo  Russell  tells  his  Majesty  that  it 
is  due  to  Bismarck’s  diplomatic  wisdom  and  correct 
proceeding  that  no  warlike  conflict  has  resulted  from 
the  Pontus  question. 

“The  Terrible  Time  without  an  Emperor.” 


Nov.  28. — At  Berlin  people  are  foolishly  in  favour 
of  the  bombardment.  Frau  von  B.  points  me  out  as 
the  culprit  ; quite  true  I do  not  wish  to  begin  till  all 
the  ammunition  has  come  ; we  might  long  ago  have 
begun  the  mere  shooting,  but  we  should  soon  have 
had  to  leave  off  on  account  of  want  of  ammunition. 
Those  who  go  through  the  campaign  without  responsi- 
bility and withoutknowledgeof  the  factsare  grumbling 
and  saying  our  batteries  could  only  be  placed  in  such 
a way  that  the  working-men’s  quarters,  which  decide, 
would  remain  untouched.  I offer  the  commander- 
ship  to  every  one  talking  to  me  about  it.  Holnstein 
has  suddenly  left-  Schneider  does  much  harm  by 
his  tactless  correspondences  ; he  reads  every  day  to 
the  King  while  the  latter  takes  his  coffee,  and  receives 
from  him  nearly  every  telegram,  which  through 
Schneider  are  passed  on  to  the  Chancellor,  who  is 
justly  in  despair  about  it.  Bismarck  calls  upon  all 
members  of  the  Reichstag  who  are  in  the  field  to  go 


3 Berlin  and  vote.  , 

Nov.  30.-A  draft  of  Bismarck’s  for  the  letter  ot 

he  King  of  Bavaria  about  offering  his  Majesty  the 
mperial  dignity  has  been  forwarded  to  Munich 
?he  Grand  Duke  tells  me  that  at  that  place  they  had 
iot  quite  known  howto  draft  the  letter,  and  have 
sked  us  to  tell  them.  The  King  of  Bavaria  has 
.dually  copied  out  the  letter,  and  Holnstein  is 

^Dec?^.— Holnstein  arrived,  Prince  Luitpold 
lands  the  document  to  the  King  by  special  command. 
Uter  dinner  Bismarck  reads  out  the  lettei,  which 
he  King  finds  as  inopportune  as  possible,  upon 
irhich  Bismarck  remarked  that  the  Imperial  question 
,ad  nothing  to  do  with  the  present  campaign.  As 
■e  left  the  room  Bismarck  and  I shook  hands. 
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To-day  Kaiser  and  Reich  have  been  irrevocably 
re-established,  and  now  the  interregnum  of  sixty-five 
years,  the  terrible  time  without  an  Emperor,  is  over. 
This  proud  title  is  a guarantee  in  itself  ; we  owe  this 
mainly  to  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden,  who  has  been 
incessantly  active  in  the  matter.  Roggenbach  will 
be  sent  to  Berlin  by  Bismarck.  I am  writing  an 
open  letter  to  Simson. 

Dec.  6. — Odo  Russell  says  that  Bismarck  favours 
the  alliance  with  England.  The  King  very  much 
perplexed  that  Delbriick  has  read  the  letter  of  the 
King  of  Bavaria  to  the  Reichstag.  Stilfried  sends 
curious  designs  for  Imperial  arms,  the  Prussian, 
with  the  Austrian  House-crown  : he  does  not  want 
the  German  Royal  crown,  which  is  just  the  one  I 
demand  as  attribute  of  the  German  Imperial  rank. 

Dec.  7. — Princess  Frederick  of  the  Netherlands 
has  died  : she  was  the  most  gifted  of  the  three 
sisters.  The  Grand  Duke  of  Weimar  tells  me  that 
he,  as  brother-in-law  of  the  King,  had  ordered  his 
Ambassador  to  propose  in  the  Bundesrath  that 
Emperor  and  Empire  should  be  admitted  into  the 
Constitution.  This  was  Bismarck’s  wish.  The  King 
gives  a grand  dinner  in  honour  of  the  Russian 
St.  George’s  festival.  Stoscli  on  the  brilliant  victory 
near  Bazoches ; he  has  a good  position  with  the 
Grand  Duke,  who  is  said  to  be  talented. 

Dec.  9.— Learn  about  Delbnick’s  introductory 
speech  on  the  Imperial  question  in  the  Reichstag, 
which  is  excessively  weak,  dull,  and  dry  ; it  was 
pitiable,  just  as  if  he  had  pulled  the  Imperial  crown 
out  of  his  pocket  wrapped  up  in  an  old  newspaper  ; 
it  is  impossible  to  put  any  energy  into  these  people. 
It  is  asked  whether  this  confederacy  is  to  be  the 
result  of  all  the  sacrifices,  an  act  which  onlysuits  those 
men  for  whom  and  by  whom  it  has  been  made.  I 
know  very  well  what  endless  trouble  and  anxiety  my 
present  sins  of  omission  will  one  day  cause  me. 
Meanwhile  I have  ordered  Commander  von  Voigts- 
Rheetz  quietly  to  keep  the  Salle  des  Glaces  free. 
The  Grand  Duke  of  Baden  says  that  the  apparently 
empty  Imperial  title  of  to-day  will  develop  its  full 
meaning  soon  enough. 

The  Isolation  of  England. 

Dec.  10. — Russell  complains  of  the  isolation  of 
England,  which  is  ever  becoming  more  notice- 
able. The  King  is  excited  about  Delbriick’s 
action.  The  King  of  Saxony  had  expressed  his 
surprise.  He  is  afraid  of  the  Reichstag  deputation, 
because  it  looks  as  if  the  Imperial  question  were 
initiated  by  the  Reichstag  ; refuses  to  receive  the 
deputation  until  he  has  the  assent  of  all  the  States 
through  the  medium  of  the  King  of  Bavaria.  At 
tea  there  is  so  little  conversation  that  the  half  of  us 
go  regularly  to  sleep.  Schneider  does  not  read  aloud, 
and  we  look  again  and  again  through  the  old  copper- 
plates which  have  been  saved  from  St.  Cloud. — 
Dec.  12.— Pfalzburg  capitulates,  which  it  has  never 
done  before.  The  deputation  is  to  arrive  on  the  16th. 
A telegram  has  been  sent  to  the  King  of  Bavaria  ask- 
ing him  to  send  on  the  letter  which  has  been  in  his 
possession  for  some  time  past. 

Dec.  14. — Anniversary  of  Prince  Albert’s  death. 
Remember  how  he  constantly  said,  “ We  must  give 
up  the  idea  of  playing  a decisive  part  without  the 
co-operation  ot  Germany.” 

Dec.  15. — Moltke  expects  Longwy  and  Mezteres 
to  capitulate,  because  the  commandant  declares  that 
he  will  only  be  buried  with  the  last  stone.  His  atti- 
tude and  method  of  expressing  himself  are  quite 
invaluable  at  such  moments. 


Dec.  16. — The  King  will  hear  nothing  about 
receiving  the  deputies,  but  is  beginning  to  be  more 
pliable  in  the  matter.  It  is  a bad  thing  that  Bismarck 
is  just  now  suffering  from  his  feet  ; the  Grand  Duke 
of  Baden  acts  like  a good  genius. 

Deputation  from  the  Reichstag. 

Dec.  17. — Hear  from  the  Court  Marshal  of  Prince 
Charles  that  to-morrow  his  Majesty  will  give  a 
dinner  to  the  Reichstag  deputies.  Bismarck  says 
the  King  wants  to  receive  them  beforehand.  Long 
conversation  with  Simson  (now  President  of  the 
Supreme  Court  at  Leipzig),  who  is  correct  and  logical. 
Count  Perponcher  said  to  Adalbert,  “ However,  we 
shall  not  utilize  the  Imperial  dignity  for  ordinary 
occasions,  but  only  at  grand  Court  festivities  or 
ceremonies;”  to  which  Adalbert  replied,  “If  the 
King  were  to  make  you  a Prince  would  you  only 
then  wear  the  title  on  exceptional  occasions?” 
Boyen  asked  what  would  our  King  do  if  the  Prussian 
Diet  were  to  refuse  to  allow  him  to  accept  the 
Imperial  Crown  ? “Du  gleichst  dem  Geist  den  du 
begreiffst.” 

Sunday,  Dec.  18 — Deeply  moved  by  the  reception 
of  the  deputies,  dignified  and  good.  Observed  from 
Rogge’s  sermon  that  after  all  stress  is  laid  on  it.  Princes 
and  generals  asked  me  to  be  allowed  to  be  present.  I 
told  the  King  directly  after  service,  who  was  greatly 
surprised,  but  said,  at  last,  that  if  anyone  really  wanted 
to  be  there  he  should  not  offer  any  opposition. 
So  they  all  put  in  an  appearance,  although  the  King 
expressed  his  surprise  at  it  ; only  Luitpold  failed  ; and 
at  the  last  moment  the  Royal  adjutants  were  sent  for. 
His  Majesty  took  his  stand  in  the  principal  saloon  of 
the  building,  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  to  the  right, 
the  reigning  Princes  to  the  left.  Simson’s  masterly 
speech  drew  tears  from  me  ; in  fact,  there  was  not 
a dry  eye  present.  The  Address  was  then  read.  The 
King’s  reply  followed,  with  some  stoppages,  for  he 
can  no  longer  read  easily  without  spectacles;  besides, 
now  and  again  he  was  obliged  to  pause  from  emotion. 
Then  followed  the  presentation  of  the  deputies  ; during 
the  entire  ceremony  firing  from  Mont  Valerien  ; out- 
side everybody  was  ciowding.  The  King  was  happy 
when  all  was  over,  seemed  easy  and  satisfied.  The 
future  position  of  the  Royal  family  is  still  doubtful. 
“ Imperial  Highness  ” is  contrary  to  my  fancy 
altogether. 

Dec.  19.— The  deputies  are  satisfied  ; their  appear- 
ance acts  pleasantly.  I dine  with  Bismarck  ; the 
officials  were  silent  : the  candles  were  stuck  in  bottle- 
necks. Stosch  returned ; praises  Wittich  and  Treskow 
highly. 

Dec.  24. — Christmas  Eve. — Great  astonishment 
of  the  French  at  our  purchases.  Russell  obtains  an 
officer’s  sword  sash  in  the  lottery. 

Dec.  25. — After  all,  it  really  is  an  irony  on  the 
message  of  salvation  when  each  side  prays  to  God 
for  its  own  cause  as  the  righteous  one,  and  at  every 
success  tries  to  prove  that  its  opponent  has  been  left 
in  the  lurch  by  Heaven. 

Dec.  27. — Bourbaki  against  Belfort ; Blumenthal 
is  happy  about  this  nonsense. 

A Letter  of  the  King  of  the  Belgians. 

Dec.  28.— Letter  of  the  King  of  the  Belgians,  full 
of  sympathy  for  Emperor  and  Empire,  and  great 
expectations  regarding  them  ; he  sees  in  them  the 
re-establishment  of  order  and  of  the  consciousness 
of  justice  in  Europe,  and  calls  the  tasks  set  for  them 
“ truly  glorious.”  He  is  very  anxious  to  fulfil  his 
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duties  as  a neutral  Sovereign  according  to  contract, 
but  the  advantages  of  such  a position  were  not  with- 
out serious  difficulties  and  worries.  He  accuses  the 
foreign  journalists  of  having  abused  Belgian  liberty 
of  the  press  with  regard  to  us  ; France  brings  com- 
plaints against  Belgium  because  German  provisions 
and  wounded  soldiers  have  been  allowed  to  pass 
through,  while  the  retreating  French  had  been  refused 
their  return  to  France,  and  had  been  arrested. 
The  King  receives  a laudatory  telegram  from  the 
Kopnickerstrasse  (a  proletariat  quarter  in  Berlin) 
^because  he  has  finally  commenced  the  bombardment. 

Preparing  the  Imperial  Proclamation. 
Draw  up  with  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden  a pro- 
clamation of  Emperor  and  Empire.  The  former  is 
successor  to  the  German  Emperors,  but  quite  a new 
thing,  just  as  the  old  Prussian  Monarchy,  which 
foundered  in  1848,  re-arose  as  a Constitutional  State, 
title  and  outward  forms  being  retained.  A year  ago 
to-day  Napoleon  told  me  that  Ollivier  had  become 
Premier.  Bismarck  expresses  himself  very  pleasantly 
about  Leopold’s  letter,  and  asks  me  to  point  in 
my  answer  to  the  fact  that  a strong  Germany  will 
be  a safeguard  for  Belgium,  which  need  never  have 
any  fear  of  Germany,  nor,  as  long  as  the  latter  is 
strong,  from  France  either. 

Dec.  31. — The  King  decides  not  to  have  any 
public  demonstration  to-morrow,  as  Bavaria  has  not 
yet  consented;  Delbriick,  on  the  other  hand,  reports 
that  the  printed  Imperial  Constitution  will  to-night 
appear  at  Berlin,  and  will  to-morrow  come  into  force. 
Bismarck,  whom  I find  in  bed,  and  whose  room  looks 
like  a veritable  lumber-room,  says  that  without  the 
admission  of  Bavaria  no  inauguration  can  take  place. 
After  that  I asked  him  to  consider  the  historical 
January  18,  which  idea  he  seemed  to  favour.  It 
is  impossible  for  us  to  renounce  Alsace  and  Lor- 
raine. although  the  gain  to  us  of  the  latter  might  be 
precarious. 

First  Day  of  the  Bombardment. 

Jan.  1,  1871. — The  King  greets  me  earnestly  and 
kindly,  and  expresses  the  wish  that  I may  one  day  be 
permitted  to  witness  the  fruit  of  peace  which  the 
present  labours  will  bring  forth.  He  could  not  really 
think  that  a lasting  unification  of  Germany  would  be 
effected,  for,  unfortunately,  only  a few  of  the  Princes 
acted  and  thought  in  the  manner  desired  ; the 
Grand  Duke  of  Baden  had  given  them  a noble 
example.  I ask  Delbriick  what  title  he  would  give 
to  the  Navy,  the  Customs,  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
Departments?  “Imperial.”  And  the  Army? — “Well, 
that  is  a ticklish  thing.”  Whereupon  I congratu- 
lated Delbriick  on  the  artistically  finished  chaos. 
Masterly  toast  of  the  Grand  Duke  to  King  William 
the  Victorious  ; he  spoke  of  the  Empire  which 
comes  into  existence  to-day  through  the  official  pub- 
lication of  the  Constitution  ; his  Majesty  would  not 
complete  the  inauguration  before  all  the  various 
rulers  had  given  their  consent.  Deep  impression. 

Jan.  2. — Warm  letter  from  Albrecht  junior. 
“ May  this  last  and  highest  attainable  grade  be  to 
the  welfare  of  our  House,  and  may  it  succeed  in 
becoming  to  all  Germany  what  it  already  has  been 
to  Brandenburg  and  Prussia  ! ” 

Jan.  4. — Roon  prohibits  the  circulation  of  the 
Volkszeituns;.  First  day  of  the  bombardment.  What 
will  the  Berlin  wiseacres  say  when  after  a fortnight 
everything  remains  as  it  is  ? Werder  in  a critical 
position.  With  my  individual  dislike  for  war,  I am 
spared  nothing  in  this  gigantic  struggle.  My  dislike 


or  the  bloody  work  is,  however,  well  known 
indeed,  they  say  of  me,  as  I learn  to  my  tacit  joy, 
that,  whenever  it  is  consistent  with  strict  fulfilment  of 
duty,  I allow  as  much  forbearance  and  mildness  as 
possible  to  prevail. 

What  was  to  be  done  with  Paris. 

Jan.  8. — The  burning  questions  are  the  treatment 
Of  conquered  Paris,  armistice,  and  conditions  of 
peace.  His  Majesty  requested  Bismarck  and  myself 
to  give  our  opinion  as  to  the  insignia  of  Emperor  and 
Empire.  Manteuffel  comes  on  his  way  to  the 
Southern  army,  praises  the  action  of  Albrecht  junior, 
near  St.  Quentin.  Bismarck  agrees  to  confer  at  my 
quarters  with  Moltke. 

Jan.  12. — I point  out  to  the  King  that  Schleinitz 
must  be  heard  upon  the  subject ; he  replies  that  he 
sees  in  the  Emperor  only  a reconstruction  of  the  Presi- 
dency of  the  Confederacy,  and  would  most  prefer  to 
call  himself  “ King  of  Prussia,  elected  Emperor  of 
Germany,”  wherein  I should  detect  a distinct  insult 
both  to  the  Princes  and  the  people. 

Jan.  13. — Discussion  between  Moltke  and  Bis- 
marck at  my  quarters  ; lively  debate ; the  silent 
Moltke  grows  eloquent.  Schleinitz  ordered  to 
come. 

Moltke  “ Icy  Calm.” 

Jan.  15. — Werder  asks  whether  he  would  not  do 
better  to  raise  the  siege  of  Belfort,  because  he  thinks 
after  all  he  can  defend  Alsace.  Moltke  read  this 
out,  and  added,  with  icy  and  imperturbable  calm, 
“ Your  Majesty  will  doubtless  permit  me  to  inform 
General  von  Werder  that  he  has  simply  to  remain 
where  he  is,  and  beat  the  enemy  where  he  finds  him.” 
Moltke  appears  to  me  to  be  beyond  all  praise. 
Within  one  second  he  had  settled  the  entire  affair. 
His  reply  to  Trochu  about  the  hospitals  was  that  we 
would  spare  them  so  soon  as  we  were  near  enough 
to  distinguish  them.  The  King  at  last  agrees  to  the 
proclamation  on  the  18th,  in  the  Salle  des  Glaces,  but 
will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  preparations,  and 
decides  nothing  about  the  insignia. 

A Momentous  Discussion. 

Jan.  16. — Werder’s  victory  in  the  defensive  : Man- 
teuffel is  approaching. 

Jan.  17. — After  noon,  with  the  King,  a council  com- 
posed of  Bismarck,  Schleinitz,  and  me,  lasting  three 
hours,  in  an  over-heated  room,  about  title,  succes- 
sion to  the  throne,  &c.  While  discussing  the  title 
Bismarck  confesses  that  previously,  at  the  discus- 
sion on  the  Constitution,  the  Bavarian  plenipoten- 
tiaries refused  to  allow  the  title  “ Empeioi  of 
Germany,”  and  that  finally,  to  please  them,  but 
without  beforehand  asking  his  Majesty,  he  agreed 
to  the  designation  “German  Emperor.  ihis 
title  displeased  the  King,  as  it  did  me;  but  in 
vain.  Bismarck  tried  to  prove  that  Empeior 
of  Germany  ” implied  a territorial  power  which  we 
did  not  at  all  wield  over  the  Empire,  while  German 
Emperor”  was  the  natural  sequel  of  the  Imperator 
Romanus.  We  had  to  give  in  ; however,  in  ordinary 
parlance  the  “of  Germany  ” is  to  be  employed  ; the 
style  of  address  is  to  be  “ Your  Imperial  and  Royal 
Majesty,”  the  mere  “ K.K.”  (Kaiser  und  Konig)  is 
never  to  be  employed.  As  we  thus  confess  .that  we 
have  no  territorial  power  over  the  Empne,  the 
bearer  of  the  Crown  and  his  heir  are,  as  it  weie, 
taken  only  from  the  Prussian  Royal  family,  and  ray 
opinion  falls  to  the  ground  that  our  whole  family 
ought  to  have  the  Imperial  title.  Then  a long  debate 
about  the  relations  of  Emperor  to  Emperor,  because 
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his  Majesty,  contrary  to  the  old  Prussian  traditions, 
places  an  Emperor  higher  than  the  King  of  Prussia. 
Both  Ministers  and  I contradicted  his  theory 
by  referring  to  the  archives,  according  to  which 
Frederick  I , when  recognizing  the  Tzar  as 
an  Emperor,  distinctly  declared  that  he  (the 
Tzar)  would  never  have  precedence  of  the  King  or 
Prussia.  Frederick  William  I.  himself  insisted  at 
his  meeting  with  the  German  Emperor  on  entering 
the  tent,  which  had  two  doors,  at  the  same  time  with 
that  monarch,  and  finally  Bismarck  pointed  out  that 
Frederick  William  IV.  had  solely  introduced,  by 
reason  of  the  well-known  humility  towards  Austria 
which  was  personal  and  peculiar  to  him,  the 
principle  of  inferiority  to  the  Archducal  House  of  that 
Empire.  The  King,  however,  explained  that  as 
Frederick  William  1 1 1. had  ordered  at  hismeeting  with 
Alexander  I.  that  the  latter,  as  Emperor,  should  have 
precedence,  for  the  present  the  will  of  his  Royal 
father  would  be  ccnclusive.  But  when,  in  the 
course  of  negotiator  s,  it  was  settled  that  our  family 
should  keep  its  present  position,  the  King  again 
expressed  the  desire  to  expiess  the  equality  with 
other  Imperial  Courts.  Finally  nothing  was  settled, 
and  the  decision  put  ofif  till  peace  is  concluded,  or 
till  a possible  coronation  takes  place.  Nothing  was 
said  about  Imperial  Ministers.  Bismarck  becomes 
Imperial  Chancellor,  although  it  is  so  disagreeable 
to  him  to  bear  the  same  title  as  Beust  that  he 
exclaimed  he  was  getting  into  very  bad  com- 
pany. The  Imperial  colours  did  not  cause  much 
uneasiness,  not  having  risen  out  of  the  street  mud, 
as  the  King  remarked  ; but  he  would  only 
suffer  the  cockade  beside  the  Prussian  colour  ; he 
forbade  the  suggestion  of  an  Imperial  army,  but 
the  navy  might  be  called  Imperial  ; it  could  be  seen 
how  hard  it  is  for  him  to  have  to  take  leave 
to-morrow  from  the  old  Prussia  to  which  he  clings  so 
firmly.  When  I referred  to  the  history  of  our  House, 
how  we  had  risen  from  Burg  Counts  to  Electors, 
then  to  Kings,  how  Frederick  I.  had  held  but  the 
shadow  of  a kingship,  which  had  nevertheless 
become  so  powerful  that  the  Imperial  dignity  had 
now  fallen  to  us,  he  replied  : “ My  son  is  devoted 
to  the  new  state  of  things  with  his  whole  soul, 
while  I do  not  care  a straw  about  it,  and  hold  only  to 
Prussia.  I say  that  he  and  his  successors  will  be 
called  to  make  the  Empire  now  established  a reality.” 

The  Dreams  of  Poetry  Fulfilled. 

Jan.  18. — My  task  and  that  of  my  wife  has  now 
become  doubly  difficult  ; but  it  is  all  the  more 
welcome  to  me,  for  I do  not  shrink  from  difficulties, 
and  I am  well  aware  that  I do  not  lack  the  spirit  and 
courage  to  face  the  work  fearlessly  and  firmly  ; 
and  I am  convinced  that  it  was  not  a vain 
dispensation  which  repeatedly  called  upon  me 
between  the  ages  of  thirty  and  forty  to  form  the  most 
important  resolutions,  and  also  to  carry  them  out  in 
the  face  of  danger.  The  long-deferred  hopes  of  our 
forefathers,  the  dreams  of  German  poets,  are  fulfilled  ; 
freed  from  thedrossof  the  “Holy  Roman”  failure, there 
now  emerges  from  a night  of  sixty  years, under  the  old 
name  and  insigniaof  ten  centuries, an  empire  reformed 
inhead  and  limbs.  The  goodnews  of  Werder’s  victory 
near  Chenebi^res  relieves  the  King  ; just  after 
Moltke  had  read  the  telegram,  we  heard  the  music 
accompanying  the  sixty  standards  ; this  put  him  into 
a better  frame  of  mind.  Counting  on  the  impression, 
I had  given  special  orders  that  this  longer  route 
should  be  taken,  and  that  the  procession  should  pass 


the  prefecture  just  at  the  hour  when  the  King  gives 
audiences.  A ray  of  sunlight  broke  at  this  moment 
through  the  clouds.  The  celebration  was  unique, 
and  we  shall  know  its  full  value  only  in  the  course  of 
time  ; we  missed  only  Albrecht  senior  and 

junior,  who  are  facing  the  enemy,  and  the 

Prince  of  Hohenzollern,  who,  on  account  of 

ill-health,  cannot  be  present  at  the  fulfilment  of 
his  greatest  wishes. 

The  Proclamation  of  the  German  Empire. 

The  report  of  the  Court  Marshal  was  : “ The 
celebration  takes  place,”  &c.  ; the  order,  “ Helmets 
off  for  prajers,”  having  been  forgotten,  I had 

to  give  it  myself  in  a loud  voice  ; the  “ simple 
prayer  ” consisted  in  a defamatory  speech  on 
Louis  XIV.,  and  of  a religio-historic  essay  on  the 
signification  of  the  1 8th  of  January  : the  conclusion, 
however^  was  better.  After  his  Majesty  had  read 
a short  speech  to  the  German  Sovereigns,  Bismarck 
stepped  to  the  front  and  read  in  a monotonous,  busi- 
nesslike manner  the  “ Speech  to  the  German  People.” 
At  the  words  “ multiplier  of  the  Empire  ” I noticed 
a twitching  movement  in  the  whole  assembly,  which 
otherwise  remained  silent.  Then  the  Grand  Duke  of 
Baden  came  to  the  front  with  his  natural  quiet  dig- 
nity, and  called  out,  “ Long  live  his  Imperial  Majesty 
the  Emperor  William  1”  I knelt  on  one  knee  before 
the  Emperor  and  kissed  his  hand,  whereupon  he 
raised  me  and  embraced  me  in  the  deepest  emotion. 
After  this,  reception.  At  dinner  his  Majesty  said  to 
me  I should  henceforth  be  called  “Imperial  Highness,” 
although  my  title  was  not  yet  known.  In  the  evening 
all  the  Princes  came  to  me  ; the  people  of  Versailles 
thought  the  King  was  being  proclaimed  Emperor  of 
France.  I was  positively  frightened  when  I was  for 
the  first  time  addressed  as  “ Imperial  Highness.” 

Treating  for  the  Armistice. 

Tan.  20.— When  at  the  family  dinner  called  out,  and 
find  the  Comte  d’Hericourt,  who  has  been  sent  by 
Trochu  to  beg  for  an  armistice,  or  at  least  an  interrup- 
tion of  hostilities  for  forty-eight  hours.  On  my  telling 
the  Emperor  this  he  gazed  at  me  fixedly  for  a moment, 
as  we  both  instinctively  felt  that  such  a step  must 
be  the  prelude  to  great  things.  I send  word  to 
Bismarck  at  once,  he  looks  at  it  from  the  same 
point  of  view  ; we  drive  to  him  to  talk  the  answer 
over,  which  is  to  the  effect  that  the  outposts  must 
agree  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  that  everything  else 
must  be  done  in  writing. 

Jan.  22.— To-day  for  the  first  time  “ Emperor 
and  King”  introduced  into  prayers.  But  the 
Emperor  has  told  his  household  that  he  will  still 
remain  for  them  their  “ King.”  As  there  will  be  no 
Imperial  Ministers,  for  one  of  whom  I should  have 
recommended  Roggenbach,  I should  like  to  see  him 
employed  in  Alsace,  where  he  knows  all  about  things. 
Non-Prussians  ought  to  be  encouraged,  but  the 
Emperor  will  not  listen  to  anything  about  it. 

Different  Kingdoms  but  One  Empire. 

Jan.  23. — In  the  evening  I receive  a Cabinet 
order  about  my  title,  but  that  is  a secondary  matter 
compared  with  its  inner  meaning  ; for  I only  feel 
myself  to  be  a German,  knowing  no  difference 
between  Bavarian,  Badener,  and  all  the  other  inhabi- 
tants of  our  thirty-three  minor  Fatherlands,  but  will 
on  no  account  interfere  with  their  internal  affairs,  or 
seek  to  deprive  them  of  their  peculiarities-  Oh  that 
all  Germans  would  look  upon  me  and  my  wife  as 
their  own,  and  not  as  North  German  intruders  1 
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Favre  appears  suddenly  in  the  afternoon,  and  puts 
up  at  Bismarck’s  quarters. 

Jan.  24. — Greatest  excitement.  At  a conference 
in  his  Majesty’s  quarters  attended  by  Moltke,  Roon, 
and  myself,  Bismarck  announces  that  Favre  is  pre- 
pared to  conclude  an  armistice,  surrender  the  forts, 
and  lay  down  his  weapons.  He  confesses  that  there 
is  famine  in  Paris,  and  that  “ une  sedition  a eclatd.” 
Trochu  had  drawn  back,  and  was  now  only  “ Pre- 
sident of  the  Defence.”  Favre  is  afraid  to  return, 
and  at  supper  with  Bismarck  displays  the  appetite  of 
a wolf.  Silence  was  enjoined  upon  us,  but  Bismarck, 
**  coming  from  the  Emperor,  whistled  the  “ Halali  ’’ — 
(in  at  the  death)— and  that  was  enough  for  Lehn- 
dorff. 

Jan.  25. — Favre  again  here  ; Bismarck  tells  us  he 
eats  like  three  persons,  and  is  said  to  have  taken 
some  smoked  geese  with  him  yesterday. 

Jan.  26. — Conference  with  his  Majesty  regarding 
armistice  till  Feb.  19,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Jura;  demarcation  line  of  ten  kilometres,  “ Con- 
stituante  ” ; the  forts  are  given  over,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Vincennes,  which  is  the  State  prison.  The 
Germans  will  not  enter  Paris  before  the  end  of  the 
armistice,  at  which  the  King  is  angry,  but  it  cannot 
be  otherwise  arranged,  as  nobody  can  be  sure  of  the 
safety  of  foreigners  with  the  embittered  Parisians.  The 
enceinte  is  being  disarmed  ; the  gun  stands  are  taken 
away  ; only  the  cannon  tubes,  which  are  not  portable, 
remain  ; the  presentation  of  arms  takes  place,  with 
the  exception  of  those  of  12,000  men  to  keep  the 
peace  ; as  soon  as  the  armistice  ends,  without  peace 
being  concluded,  everybody  is  prisoner  of  war. 
Favre  apologizes  for  coming  without  a military  com- 
panion ; Trochu  had  sworn  not  to  capitulate  ; Vinoy 
could  not  do  it  after  having  just  been  made  com- 
mander ; and  Ducrot  would  probably  not  have  been 
received. 

A Prayer  for  the  Present  Emperor. 

Jan.  27. — This  is  William’s  thirteenth  birthday.  May 
he  growuptobean  able, honest,  and  upright  man,atrue 
German,  prepared  to  continue  without  prejudice  what 
has  now  been  begun  ! Heaven  be  praised,  between 
him  and  us  there  is  a simple,  natural,  and  hearty 
relationship,  which  we  shall  strive  to  preserve,  so 
that  he  may  thus  always  look  upon  us  as  his  best  and 
truest  friends.  It  is  reallyan  oppressive  reflection  when 
one  realizes  what  hopes  have  already  been  placed  on 
the  head  of  this  child,  and  how  great  is  our  respon- 
sibility to  the  nation  for  his  education,  which  family 
considerations  and  questions  of  rank,  and  the  whole 
Court  life  at  Berlin  and  other  things  will  tend  to 
make  so  much  more  difficult.  Favre  is  here  again 
with  Beaufort  d’Hautpoul,  who  comes  in  a merry 
mood,  and  who  takes  rather  too  much  of  a good 
thing,  so  that  negotiations  are  difficult,  and  Favre 
much  confused.  When  the  French  outpost  at  the 
bridge  of  S&vres  learned  the  object  of  Favre’s  jour- 
ney hither,  officers  and  men  at  once  began  to  dance 
a cancan  with  one  another.  Jan.  28. — Forckenbeck 
is  with  me. 

Jan.  30. — Visit  to  Valdrien  : terribly  dirty  in  the 
forts  : the  guns  are  turned  towards  Paris  : the  F rench 
tell  us  openly  of  all  the  mines.  Favre  is  quite  loyal  : 
Gambetta  is  said  in  Oppenheim  banker's  circles  to 
have  saved  millions. 

Conditions  of  Peace. 

Feb.  2. — Bismarck  says  that  during  the  last  few 
days  he  has  felt  as  if  he  were  also  in  the  service 
of  France,  as  every  Frenchman  now  comes  to  him 
for  advice. 


Feb.  6. — Rumour  of  the  preparation  of  presents 
for  us  at  home,  which  I decline  at  once.  The  Grand 
Duke  of  Baden  proposes  that  the  German  Princes 
should  present  the  Emperor  with  a life-sized  painting 
of  the  Imperial  Proclamation.  Werner  was  present 
at  it. 

Feb.  6.— Conditions  of  peace.  Delbriick  will  not 
listen  to  anything  about  colonies  and  men-of-war. 
Frederick  Charles  is  with  me  ; carries  a cane  riding- 
whip  with  a gold  button,  around  which  a black  and 
silver  tassel  is  wound  such  as  the  Austrian  field- 
marshals  wear  ; but  he  does  not  carry  it  when  the 
King  is  present. 

Feb.  8. — -Bismarck  finds  Favre  moderate  and 
depressed,  but  so  incapable  of  business  and  phleg- 
matic that  the  most  pressing  answers  are  often  days 
in  arriving,  because  he  forgets  half  of  them. 

A Popish  Plot. 

Feb.  14.— Cardinal  Bonnechose,  Archbishop  of 
Rouen,  is  with  me  ; very  cultured,  straightforward ; 
after  carefully  looking  round  to  see  whether  his  chap- 
lain in  the  next  room  could  hear  him,  he  brought  the 
question  of  the  contribution  forward,  and  touched  on 
the  position  of  the  Pope.  He  hopes  through  the 
re-establishment  of  the  Empire  to  return  to  the  Pope 
the  landed  property  which  it  is  quite  essential  for 
him  to  possess  ; he  wants  to  confine  Italy  to 
Lombardy  and  Venetia,  to  re-establish  the  King  of 
Naples  and  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany,  for  the 
former  of  which  Russia  will  become  surety,  and  for 
the  latter  Austria  ; while  Germany,  through  its 
Emperor,  will  be  able  to  keep  down  the  Revolution, 
thus  at  the  same  time  rendering  France  a service, 
anarchy  otherwise  being  sure  to  break  out  after  the 
return  of  our  troops.  In  answer  to  my  question  as  to 
how  he  would  bring  all  this  about,  he  replied,  “ By  a 
Congress.”  Himself  a convert,  he  judges  Protestants 
mildly. 

Feb.  15. — Miss  Von  Oertzen  reports  horrible 
things  from  Stettin  about  voluntary  sick  nursing. 

England  and  the  German  Alliance. 

Feb.  16. — Russell  deplores  the  policy  which  is 
being  pursued  in  England  ; England  could  prevent 
war  by  speaking  out  decidedly  ; with  her  present 
policy  she  will  sink  to  a Power  of  the  second  rank. 
It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  as  England’s  Crimean 
ally  is  abandoning  her  she  will  seek  an  equivalent 
in  Germany.  At  Paris  people  are  talking  of  letting 
windows  for  the  occasion  of  our  entrance. 

Feb.  17. — With  Eulenburg,  Mischke,  Winterfeld, 
and  Hahnke  to  Orleans;  see  Dupanloup  there 
before  his  departure  to  the  “ Constituante,”  a 
polite  old  gentleman,  but  rather  full  of  phrases. 
Blois — splendid  Renaissance  castle  ; I never  saw 
such  a wealth  of  carving,  beautiful  stone  work,  clever 
utilization  of  monograms  and  parts  of  escutcheons, 
artistically  arranged  knots,  and  cords,  and  all  this 
dates  from  the  most  bloody  period  of  French  history. 

Feb.  18.— Chambord;  bare  interior,  picture  of  a 
banished  Prince.  Chaumont,  belonging  to  the  strict 
Legitimist  Count  Walsh,  furnished  in  modern  style, 
nothing  of  the  curio-cabinet.  Amboise,  Chenon- 
ceaux,  belonging  to  Mdnic.  Pelouse,  nee  Wilson. 
Evening  at  Tours,  where  Frederick  Charles  caused 
me  to  be  treated  as  Field- Marshal,  which  consisted 
in  one  of  the  adjutants  coming  to  meet  me  on  the 
third  step  on  the  stairs,  and  there  remaining  posted, 
a fact  which  my  cousin  pointed  specially  out  to  me, 
as  I,  of  course,  did  not  notice  it.  His  riding-whip 
does  not  leave  him  even  in  the  house. 
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Feb.  20. — Back  ; Thiers  arrived. 

Feb.  21.— I think  Metz  might  be  sacrificed. 
Bismarck  agrees  with  me,  but  fears  to  do  badly  with 
regard  to  the  military  demands.  A coronation  would 
only  weaken  the  iSth  of  January. 

A Picture  of  Thiers. 

Feb.  22. — Receive,  Thiers,  he  declares  that 
France  is  yearning  for  peace,  but  the  Parisians  lay 
great  weight  upon  no  entry  being  made  into  the 
capital.  Excesses  and  demonstrations  are  then 
to  be  feared.  As  to  the  surrender  of  territory, 
that  of  Alsace  was  hard  enough,  but  no  Frenchman 
would  consent  to  the  surrender  of  Lorraine  ; 
six  milliards  an  impossible  sum.  He  lays  the  chief 
blame  of  the  war  on  Napoleon  III.  : expresses 
himself  in  sharp  terms  about  Gambetta ; is  pleased 
that  the  Emperor  lives  at  the  prefecture,  and  leaves 
the  palace  to  the  wounded  ; says  that  the  freely- 
elected11  Constituante  ” is  the  true  expression  of 
the  people.  Flattering  words  as  to  the  reputation 
which  I have  won  for  myself  in  France.  He  spoke 
with  little  modulation,  mostly  with  downcast  eyes, 
resigned,  with  perfect  tact,  fluently,  without  manner- 
ism or  empty  phrases.  As  I spoke  he  looked  straight 
and  scrutinizingly  at  me,  with  twinkling,  clever  eyes, 
through  big,  strong  spectacles.  His  appearance  is 
like  that  of  a sturdy  banker.  Feb.  23. — The  next 
calling,  when  peace  is  concluded,  is  the  solution  of 
social  questions,  which  I shall  thoroughly  study. 
It  is  said  that  the  King  of  Wiirtemberg  is  coming. 
Feb.  24. — To  Dreux,  hereditary  burial-place  of  the 
Orleans,  curious  mixture  of  Gothic  and  Greek  style. 
Louis  Philippe  and  others  as  saints  on  glass  paint- 
ings. Contradictory  rumours  concerning  the  nego- 
tiations ; suggested  to  win  Luxemburg  instead  of  Metz. 
Feb.  25. — When  I arrived  to  transact  business  as 
usual  the  Emperor  asked  me  at  once  what  I thought 
of  the  incredible  result  of  yesterday’s  negotiations, 
which  had  lasted  into  the  night.  As  I looked  at 
him  in  utter  astonishment — for,  as  usual,  nobody 
had  thought  proper  to  inform  me  of  anything — 
he  refused  at  first  to  believe  me.  Thiers  did 

not  agree  to  obtain  Luxemburg  for  us,  as 
Bismarck  requested,  upon  which  the  alternative  of 
Metz  or  Belfort  was  offered,  Bismarck  giving  a cast- 
ing vote  for  Metz.  Thiers  had  talked  a great  deal, 
until  Bismarck  lost  patience,  and  in  anger  addressed 
him  in  plain  German.  Thiers  complained  of 
barbarous  treatment : Bismarck  protested  at  the 
sending  of  an  old  man  with  whom  it  was  difficult  for 
him  to  use  plain  language.  Thiers’s  ignorance  of 
business  has  always  given  him  the  disadvantage. 
Our  successes  are  enormous.  Russell,  too,  says  so. 

Peace  Signed. 

Feb.  26.— Signature.  Where  are  the  men  to  be 
found  who  can  see  clearly  enough  to  put  together 
true  principles  which  are  to  stand  side  by  side  with 
these  successes  ? The  Emperor  brings  the  news 
that,  after  the  whole  day  had  been  spent  in  negotia- 
tions, peace  was  signed  at  five  o’clock  ; embraces 
me,  Moltke,  and  Roon.  On  expressing  to  Bismarck 
my  surprise  at  his  not  having  communicated  with 
me  he  excuses  himself  on  the  ground  of  the  late- 
ness of  the  hour  and  the  complete  exhaustion  of  his 
subordinates.  He  confessed  that  the  great  reluctance 
which  he  felt  in  justifying  before  the  army  the  cession 
of  Metz  had  chiefly  induced  him  to  stick  to  that 
place. 


Feb.  27. — The  King  of  Wiirtemberg  had  a smoke 
with  me  in  the  evening.  Extremely  polite  to  every- 
body I introduced  to  him. 

Feb.  28. — I am  going  to  be  in  command  at  the 
parade  of  30,000  soldiers  at  Longchamps,  just  on  the 
spot  where  in  1 867  the  French  review  took  place 
which  followed  Berezoffski’s  attempt. 

March  1.— Empress  Eugenie  telegraphs  to  the 
Emperor  in  the  name  of  all  mothers  and  children  to 
prevent  the  march  of  the  troops,  because  of  the  inevi- 
table bloodshed.  March  2. — Ratification  takes  place. 
Favre  had  telegraphed  early  in  the  day  and  had  then 
come  himself,  but  as  Bismarck  was  still  in  bed  he 
was  not  admitted,  so  that  he  could  only  repeat  his 
communication  in  writing,  whereupon  he  was  told 
that  the  original  document  was  wanted.  The 
Emperor  regrets  that  the  guards  did  not  enter 
the  town  ; but  Moltke  and  Roon  advise  strict 
adherence  to  conditions.  I drove  with  the  Grand 
Duke  in  the  totally  deserted  Bois  de  Boulogne  ; we 
lost  our  way  and  found  ourselves  suddenly  at  the 
Arc  de  1’Etoile  ; we  decided  to  go  into  Paris.  Drove 
across  the  Champs  Elysees,  full  of  soldiers  and 
civilians.  The  women  were  in  mourning,  but 
curious  ; the  statues  tied  with  crape,  otherwise  every- 
thing as  before. 

March  3. — Bleichroder  on  Frenchmen’s  incapacity 
for  business.  Bismarck  very  severe  to  Rothschild, 
who  addressed  him  first  in  French. 

March  4. — To  Chartres,  where  Gothic  came  into 
the  world  ; the  treatment  of  the  human  figures  is 
particularly  remarkable,  their  peculiar  stiffness  cling- 
ing to  the  architectural  forms.  Harry  Arnim,  who 
has  become  Count,  says  that  the  Vatican  is  a mad- 
house, and  not  the  rallying  point  of  all  intelligence. 
Russell  takes  leave,  very  much  moved  by  the  manner 
in  which  his  Majesty  dismissed  him  ; his  presence 
was  a real  blessing. 

March  6. — I try  to  gain  Bismarck  over  to  make 
Roggenbach  Governor  of  Alsace,  but  was  entirely 
unsuccessful. 

“ I declare  for  Constitutional  Methods.” 

March  7. — Ferri£res.  Even  the  greatest  impru- 
dence can  no  longer  undo  what  has  been  attained. 
I doubt  whether  the  necessary  uprightness  exists  for 
the  free  development  o the  Empire,  and  think  that 
only  a new  epoch  which  will  one'day  come  to  terms 
with  me  will  see  that.  Such  experiences  as  I have 
collected  during  the  past  ten  years  cannot  have 
been  won  in  vain.  In  the  nation  united  at  last  I shall 
find  a strong  support  for  my  ideas  ; more  especially 
I shall  be  the  first  Prince  who  has  to  appear  before 
his  people  after  having  honourably  declared  for  con- 
stitutional methods  without  any  reserve.  More  than 
ever  I remember  in  these  days  the  sentence,  “ He 
whose  mind  is  turned  towards  the  whole  com- 
munity, has  done  with  the  fight  in  his  own  breast.’’ 
I do  not  bring  with  me  feelings  of  hatred  against 
the  French,  but  endeavours  for  conciliation. 

March  8. — Calm.  I walk  about  with  Stosch. 
Rothschild  has  amassed  articles  de  luxe  without 
system.  Bismarck  is  to  be  made  Prince  ; Moltke 
Field  Marshal. 

Napoleon  proposes  War  against  England. 

March  8.— Granville,  Triquetti,  and  Hyacinthe 
do  justice  in  their  letters  to  my  character,  apart  from 
military  matters  in  which  the  moment  decides.  As 
far  as  moral  earnestness  and  political  convictions 
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are  concerned,  they  can  only  be  the  result  of  inward 
ripeness  and  inward  struggles  which  have  to  be 
daily  renewed  and  which  one  must  fight  out  alone. 
And  when  I see  that  my  efforts  for  the  oppressed 
are  recognized  in  Germany  and  by  her  neighbours 
in  such  a way  that  confidence  is  felt  in  my  future  ; 
that  makes  me  happy.  Napoleon  quietly  seeking  a 


rapprochement  with  us,  moderation  of  the  peace  con- 
ditions on  promise  of  a common  war  against  England. 

March  n. — Go  to  Rouen  instead  of  the  Emperor. 
At  Amiens  brave  Goeben  comes.  The  Gothic  here 
has  assumed  much  of  the  English  art. 

March  12. — Homewards,  after  almost  nine 

months  of  separation. 


IV 

PRINCE  BISMARCK’S  REPLY  TO  THE  DIARY. 


Prince  Bismarck’s  reply  to  the  Diary  was  pub- 
lished in  the  form  of  the  following  representation 
to  the  Emperor  : — 

“ Friedrichsruhe,  Sept.  23,  1888. 

“ In  obedience  to  your  Majesty’s  commands  ” (be 
this  noted)  “ I have  the  honour  to  make  the  following 
report  with  reference  to  the  alleged  diary  of  the  late 
Emperor1’  (Frederick)  “ as  published  in  the  Deutsche 
Rundschau  ” : — 


How  the  Crown  Prince  was  distrusted. 

“ I consider  the  diary  in  its  present  form  not  to  be 
genuine.  It  is  true  that  his  Majesty  the  then  Crown 

Prince  in  1870  stood  out- 
side the  sphere  of  poli- 
tical negotiations,  and 
was  therefore  liable  to 
be  incompletely  or  in- 
accurately informed 
about  many  incidents. 
I possessed  not  the  per- 
mission of  the  King  to 
talk  with  his  Royal 
Highness  on  esoteric 
questions  of  our  policy, 
as  his  Majesty,  on  the 
one  hand,  dreaded  the 
indiscreet  revelations 
which  might  thus  be 
made  to  the  English  Court,  that  was  full  of  French 
sympathies,  and,  on  the  other,  was  apprehensive 
lest  detriment  might  thus  accrue  to  our  relations 
with  our  German  allies  by  reason  of  the  far- 
reaching  aims  and  the  violence  of  the  means  which 
were  recommended  to  his  Royal  Highness  by  political 
counsellors  of  doubtful  ability.  Thus  the  Crown 
Prince  stood  without  the  sphere  of  all  business  nego- 
tiations. 


Prince  Bismarck. 


How  the  Diary  misrepresents  me. 

“Nevertheless,  it  is  scarcely  possible  that,  if  the 
impressions  which  he  received  had  been  recorded 
daily,  so  many  mistakes  of  fact  and  especially  of 
time  could  have  crept  into  his  diary.  It  seems  rather 
as  if  the  daily  notes  themselves,  or  at  least  later  addi- 
tions to  them,  had  originated  with  some  one  in  the 
entourage  of  the  Crown  Prince.  At  the  very  begin- 
ning of  the  diary  it  is  said  that  on  the  13th  of  July, 
1870,  I looked  upon  peace  as  secured,  and  therefore 
wanted  to  return  to  Varzin,  while  as  a matter  of  fact 
— which  can  be  proved  by  documentary  evidence  - 
his  Royal  Highness  already  knew  then  that  I regarded 
war  as  necessary,  and  was  resolved  only  to  go  to 
Varzin  after  retiring  from  office  if  it  were  avoided  ; 


and  his  Royal  Highness  was  at  one  with  me  about 
this,  as  appears  from  the  alleged  entry  on  the  1 5th 
July,  where  it  is  said  that  the  Crown  Prince  com- 
pletely agreed  with  me  that  peace  and  concession 
were  already  impossible. 

And  the'  Old  Emperor. 

“Nor  is  it  right  that  his  Majesty  the  King  had 
not  much  objection  to  the  mobilization.  His 
Majesty  continued  to  believe,  as  the  Crown 
Prince  knew,  that  he  could  still  preserve  peace 
and  spare  the  nation  ” (the  calamity  of)  “ war. 
His  Majesty  was  in  Brandenburg,  and  during  the 
whole  of  the  railway  journey  from  there  to  Berlin 
withstood  my  advocacy  of  mobilization.  But  after 
hearing  M.  Ollivier’s  speech,  which  was  read  to  him 
at  the  Berlin  station  and  commanding  it  to  be  read 
to  him  a second  time,  he  considered  it  as  tantamount 
to  a French  declaration  of  war,  and  the  King  him- 
self, without  more  ado,  and  proprio  motu , decided 
to  mobilize.  It  was  then  that  the  Crown  Prince, 
who  had  already  the  day  before  agreed  with  me  as 
to  the  necessity  of  a complete  mobilization,  put  an 
end  to  all  further  wavering  by  announcing  the  Royal 
decision  to  the  public— that  is,  to  the  officers  present, 
with  the  words,  ‘ Krieg,  mobil.’ 

Where  my  Memory  differs  from  the  “ Diary.” 

t 

“ Further,  judging  from  conversations  which  I 
then  had  with  the  Crown  Prince,  it  is  not  possible  for 
his  Royal  Highness  to  have  foreseen  after  this 
war  a pause  in  the  era  of  battles  and  bloodshed” 
(as  recorded  under  date  of  the  1st  of  August),  “ seeing 
that  his  Royal  Highness  shared  the  general  convic- 
tion, and  expressed  it  too,  that  whatever  might  be 
the  issue  of  this  war  it  would  inaugurate  a series  of 
wars,  and  that  a warlike  century  was  inevitable. 

“Again,  it  is  impossible  that  the  Crown  Prince 
could  have  said  that  he  had  some  difficulty 
in  persuading  the  King  to  confer  the  Iron  Cross 
on  non-Prussians  also,  seeing  that  when  at  Ver- 
sailles months  afterwards  I was  repeatedly  com 
missioned  by  the  King  to  beg  the  Crown  Prince 
himself  to  proceed  with  the  conferring  of  the  Iron 
Cross  on  non-Prussians,  and  did  not  at  once  find 
the  Crown  Prince  inclined  to  do  so,  and  that  it 
required  the  repeated  intervention  of  his  Majesty  to 
get  the  order  attended  to. 

The  “Diary”  calumniates  its  alleged 
Author. 

“Especially  remarkable  in  one’s  examination  of 
the  genuineness  of  the  alleged  diary  is  the  chrono- 
logical error  implied  in  the  statement  that  a lively 
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discussion  between  the  Crown  Prince  and  me  with 
reference  to  the  future  of  Germany,  and  the  relations 
of  the  Kaiser  to  his  fellow  Sovereigns,  took  place 
no  earlier  than  at  Versailles.  This  conversation 
between  us  had  already  been  held  at  Donchery  on  the 
3rd  of  September,  and  part  of  it  even  on  previous 
occasions,  several  hours  at  a time,  of  which  I only 
remember  that  we  were  on  horseback,  and  therefore 
probably  at  Beaumont  or  Sedan.  At  Versailles  there 
were  no  longer  anv  discussions  or  differences  of 
opinion”  (expressed)  “between  his  Royal  Highness 
and  me  as  to  the  future  constitution  of  Germany.  I 
may,  I think,  rather  assume  that  his  Royal  Highness 
had  by  this  time  convinced  himself  that  the  line  of 
the  attainable  marked  out  by  me  was  the  correct  one, 
for  on  the  few  occasions  when  the  future  of  Germany 
and  the  Kaiser  question  came  up  for  discussion,  in 
presence  of  both  father  and  son  ( beide  hochste  Herr- 
scha/ten),  I enjoyed  the  agreement  of  his  Royal 
Highness  in  combating  the  scruples  of  his  Majesty. 
The  assertion  of  the  diary  that  his  Royal 
Highness  could  have  thought  of  employing  force 
against  our  allies,  and  of  thus  breaking  the 
treaties  which  had  been  faithfully  kept  by 
them,  and  sealed  with  their  very  blood,  is  a calumnia- 
tion of  the  deceased  Prince.  Such  ideas,  which  are 
equally  contemptible  from  the  standpoint  of  honour- 
able feeling  and  from  that  of  policy,  may  have  found 
advocates  among  the  entourage  of  the  Crown  Prince, 
but  they  were  too  dishonourable  to  find  an  echo  in 
his  heart,  and  too  clumsy  to  appeal  to  his  political 
sense;” 

The  Dilemma  of  the  Publishers  of  the 
Diary.— 1.  If  Genuine. 

Prince  Bismarck  then  enumerates  some  minor 
blunders  which,  he  says,  the  Crown  Prince  could  not 
have  made,  and  continues  : — 

“ In  view  of  all  this,  I hold  the  diary,  in  the 
form  in  which  it  is  published  in  the  Rundschau,  to  be 
spurious.  If  it  were  genuine,  it  would,  in  my 
opinion,  come  under  Article  92  of  the  Penal  Code, 
which  runs  thus  : — 

“ ‘ Whoever  wilfully  makes  public  State  secrets 
or  intelligence  whereof  the  secret  keeping  is  essential 
to  the  welfare  of  the  German  Empire,’  &c. 


“ If  there  were  any  State  secrets  at  all,  they 
would  primarily  include  the  fact,  if  fact  it  was,  that 
when  the  German  Empire  was  in  course  of  re-esta- 
blishment, Kaiser  Frederick  advocated  the  idea  of 
breaking  faith  and  treaties  with  the  South  German 
States,  and  using  force  with  them.  A number  of 
other  passages,  such  as  those  recording  the  opinion 
of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Crown  Prince  as  to  their 
Majesties  the  Kings  of  Bavaria  and  Wiirtemberg, 
and  referring  to  the  alleged  intentions  of  the  Prussian 
Government  in  the  matter  of  Papal  Infallibility,  such 
passages,  if  true,  would  most  unquestionably  fall 
within  the  category  of  State  secrets  and  intelligence 
of  which  the  publication  would  imperil  the  existence 
and  future  of  the  German  Empire,  which  to  a great 
extent  depends  upon  the  unity  of  its  Sovereigns  ; and, 
therefore,  comes  within  the  scope  of  Article  92  of 
the  Penal  Code. 

II.— If  Spurious. 

“ If  the  publication  is  held  to  be  genuine,  Article  92, 
sec.  1,  applies  to  it.  But  if,  as  I assume  it  to  be, 
the  publication  is  a forgery,  it  will  primarily,  per- 
haps, come  under  Article  92,  sec.  2.  And  if  there 
are  any  legal  doubts  as  to  its  applicability,  then, 
apart  from  Article  189  referring  to  libellous  assaults 
on  the  memory  of  deceased  persons,  I think  there 
are  other  clauses  which  may  form  the  basis  of  a 
judicial  investigation  whereby  at  least  light  may  be 
thrown  on  the  origin  and  aims  of  this  publication, 
which  forms  a calumniation  of  the  deceased 
Emperors  Frederick  and  William.  That  this  should 
be  done  is  in  the  interest  of  your  Majesty’s  two 
predecessors,  whose  memory  forms  a valuable  pos- 
session of  the  people,  and  of  the  dynasty,  that  should 
be  preserved  from  the  disfiguring  tendencies  with 
which  this  anonymous  publication,  accomplished  in 
the  interest  of  revolution  and  domestic  discord,  is 
primarily  directed  against  the  Emperor  Frederick. 

“ In  this  sense  I respectfully  pray  your  Majesty 
graciously  to  empower  me  to  convey  to  the  Minister 
of  Justice  your  Majesty's  commands  to  direct  the 
Public  Prosecutor  to  take  criminal  action  against  the 
Deutsche  Rundschau  and  the  authors  of  the  publica- 
tion complained  of.  “ Von  Bismarck. 

“To  his  Majesty  the  Emperor-King.” 
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